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NEWSLETTER 18th October 2020 
The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk 
Join our Facebook group: St Teresa's Parish Community Princes Risborough 

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    
Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006) 

  
 

My dear parishioners 

As I write this week’s newsletter, the news does not look at all good. The virus is continuing to 

spread. 38.9 million people worldwide have now had the virus and there has been a total of 1.1 

million deaths. These figures are staggeringly high. Many countries throughout the world are 

imposing stricter measures, including England. Millions of people are now living in areas of high 

alert with all the ensuing consequences. All this can be worrying and frightening. Let us keep our 

trust and our hope in God and hold fast to the knowledge that he loves and cares for us. We are 

in his hands, but we need to do all we can to keep ourselves and others safe.  

 

This Sunday is the 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time. The gospel comes from Matthew 22:15-21. 

Sometimes it seems quite a difficult gospel but I think it can help to understand a bit of the 

background. The Pharisees are getting tired of Jesus. He is undermining their authority and they 

are trying to find a way to silence him. So, they try to catch him out by asking a loaded question. 

They don’t even come themselves but instead send their disciples and another group- the 

Herodians.  

 

It’s interesting to note that they begin the questioning with a kind of syrupy, sugary speech. 

Master, we know that you are an honest man and teach the way of God in an honest way, and 

that you are not afraid of anyone, because a man’s rank means nothing to you. They do not 

mean any of this at all! Then they come with the question which is designed to trap him. Tell us 

your opinion, then. Is it permissible to pay taxes to Caesar? In other words-Is it right to pay 

taxes to a foreign power? 

 

Why is it a trap? At the time of Jesus Palestine was a colony of Rome- under Roman authority. 

The Jews hated the Romans. If Jesus answers ‘yes’, he is going against his own people who really 

resented paying taxes to the Romans. They felt that taxes should not be paid to the oppressor. 

If he answers ‘no’, they can report him to the Romans for treason and have him arrested.  

http://www.st-teresas.org.uk/
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Here we see the wisdom and integrity of Jesus. In fact, he did not need to answer at all. He knew 

very well that they were trying to trap him. He could just have ignored them. You hypocrites. 

Why do you set this trap for me? But by answering I also think he wanted to try to show them 

that integrity and honesty always win the day. And he gives such a wise answer. He asked for a 

coin and asked: Whose head is this? And they had to answer: Caesar. (Emperor of Rome). And 

here comes the wonderful answer of Jesus: Very well, give back to Caesar what belongs to 

Caesar and God what belongs to God. 

 

What is he really saying? To be a good citizen and to serve God are not in contradiction. Yes, our 

true home is in heaven but we are also citizens of this world, citizens of our country. We have a 

duty to respect our government and obey the laws, which includes paying our taxes to finance 

health, security, roads, development etc. (of course, sometimes we may need to speak out 

against neglect of the poor or if there is grave injustice).  At this moment during the pandemic 

we have a duty to follow the restrictions imposed on us by the government in order to keep 

everyone safe.  

 

I was just reading about our Holy Father Pope Francis. He has started his weekly audiences again 

after the summer break. Usually he comes down into the crowd in St Peter’s Square to mingle 

with the people but now he has taken the decision to keep a safe distance. He himself said. ‘Sorry 

if I greet you from far away, but I believe that if everybody, as good citizens, follows the 

regulations of the authorities, it will help to handle the pandemic.’ These words fit in so well with 

our Gospel. So I just want to thank you again for your cooperation and help to allow us to have 

public mass and encourage you all to stick to the rules and follow the basic guidelines to keep 

infections as low as possible. 

 

But Jesus is also reminding us that God must always come first in our lives. So I think the key 

question here is: Does God really come first in my life? Putting God first means letting God into 

every area of our lives. It means building a deep intimate relationship with him through prayer 

and reading his Word. Putting God first means relying on Him, handing over all our difficulties 

and worries into his hands, trusting that He will give us the grace to do what we need to do. AND 

we must always remember that God is a loving God-he understands us. He understands that we 
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fail. We just need to walk one day at a time with this wonderfully kind, gentle, compassionate 

God who loves us so much. And that is just so comforting and consoling! 

 

Please stay safe this week. I keep you all very much in my prayers. May God bless you. 

Fr Lijo 

 

 

Please pray for the repose of the soul of Rosalyn Holland who died at the Cherry Tree Nursing 

Home on 3rd October 2020. May she rest in eternal peace and joy in God's Kingdom of Love. Her 

requiem mass will be here in St Teresa's on Thursday 29th October, followed by cremation at 

Beirton Crematorium. Please pray for her family and friends that they may receive comfort and 

consolation at this difficult time. 

 

World Mission Sunday: Sunday 18th October, is World Mission Sunday. Our Holy Father Pope 

Francis invites all Catholics to contribute to a special collection for Missio, his own Charity for 

World Missions. He asks us to support Missio in helping missionaries to work alongside 

communities throughout the world that are poor or in need, regardless of their background or 

belief. This special day unites Catholics all over the world in prayer and celebration of our 

Chruch's mission to share God's love with all people.  

Since we have a collection for Cafod this week, our own collection for Missio will be held next 

Sunday, 25th October.  Please pray for the mission of the Church and give what you can to this 

very important collection.  

 

Retrouvaille: You Can Help Your Marriage - Do you feel alone? Are you frustrated or angry at 

each other? Do you argue or have you just stopped talking to each other? Does talking about it 

only make it worse? 

Retrouvaille (pronounced retro-vi with a long i) helps couples through difficult times in their 

marriages. There is no group therapy or group work. This programme has helped 10s of 1000s 

of couples experiencing difficulties in their marriage. For confidential information about 

Retrouvaille’, or to register for the next programme, a Virtual weekend commencing on 12th - 

15th Nov 2020 Call or text 0788 7296983 or 0797 3380443. Email retrouvailleukinfo@gmail.com 

or visit www.retrouvaille.org.uk. 
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Princes Risborough Food Cupboard: Donations to St Mary’s Church Bell Tower, 10.00 a.m. to 

1.00 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Things we could do with more of: Tins of fruit, Tins of rice pudding, Tins or jars of pasta sauce, 

Tins or jars of curry sauce, Packets of rice, Packets of biscuits, Used carrier bags (we recycle them) 

Things we have plenty of, so don’t need any more at the moment: Tins of baked beans, Tins of 

potatoes, Tins of mushy and marrowfat peas, Tins of tomato soup, Tins of soup (other than 

tomato), Tins of tomatoes, Long-life dairy milk (UHT), Jars of jam 

 

Christmas Cards: In past years we have sold lovely Christmas cards from Aid to the Church in 

Need and Traidcraft in the Narthex after mass. Unfortunately, this year we are unable to do this. 

This is because we must follow the very strict guidelines from the government in order to keep 

everyone safe. We must do everything we can to prevent the spread of the virus. It is possible 

to order the cards directly from Aid to the Church in Need and Traidcraft.  

 

Exploring the Post-Lockdown Church – Week 5: This week we welcome Fleur Dorrell, director 

of the God Who Speaks campaign.  Speaking on The God Who Speaks in All Seasons, she will be 

sharing stories about the different ways that people prayed with Scripture during lockdown and 

will give us inspiration for the months to come.  The giver of the 2019 NORES lecture, Fleur has 

spoken to many diverse audiences up and down the country, including preaching in Parliament. 

To register for the series, go to http://formationpathways.co.uk/exploring-the-post-lockdown-

church-webinar-series/.  The previous sessions can be found on YouTube here: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc5CQIirnOYu_qPsTpNBoZw.  

Find more information about God Who Speaks campaign and a lot of excellent resources on their 

website: https://www.godwhospeaks.uk.  

Would you like to join a Zoom group discussing the Diocese’s Webinars on the Post-Lockdown 

Church? To join the parish Zoom discussion group which will last for 1 hour every Wednesday at 

7.30pm, email Deacon Seán at: duffyseanm@hotmail.co.uk  

 

http://formationpathways.co.uk/exploring-the-post-lockdown-church-webinar-series/
http://formationpathways.co.uk/exploring-the-post-lockdown-church-webinar-series/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCc5CQIirnOYu_qPsTpNBoZw
https://www.godwhospeaks.uk/
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Bookings for Mass: Wed 21st October and Sat/Sun 24th/25th October 2020 
 

General points: (Reminder: we only take bookings one week at a time) 

Please do wear masks to Mass. 

Please do not come to Mass if you have symptoms or if you are self-isolating. 

When any Mass is over-subscribed, ‘new’ bookers take priority and others may be 

offered a different Mass if there is room.                                                   

You will receive confirmation on the day specified below.  

 

HOW TO BOOK 

 

EACH TIME you book, please give:    Full name(s) – individual, household or bubble;   

number of seats required;    which Mass;   and: 

***N.B. - *phone number*.. We need your number *each time.*** 

 

Please keep to the following timetable: 

 

For Mass at 10am on Wednesday 21st October: 

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 17th October     

              : closes 9am Tuesday 20th October 

Confirmation: on Tuesday 20th October by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

 

For Masses: 6.30pm Saturday 24th or 8am or 10am Sunday 25th October: 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 19th October    

              : closes 6pm Thursday 22nd October 

Confirmation: on Friday 23rd October by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 

mailto:stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com
mailto:stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com

