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My dear Parishioners 

As I write this newsletter the newspapers make grim reading. Over 1.69 million 

confirmed cases of Covid 19 worldwide and over 102,000 deaths.  On Saturday 

morning, April 11, there were 8,958 coronavirus-related deaths in total recorded in 

England. 

 

And of course, these are not just statistics. Behind these numbers are grandfathers, 

grandmothers, fathers, mothers, sons, daughters, friends etc., people who have 

been much loved and will be greatly missed. Let us pray for the repose of their souls 

and let us remember especially those who mourn and grieve for them. We place 

them in the loving hands of Our Blessed Mother who herself knows the pain of 

bereavement.  

 

And we need to remember also in our prayers those who are infected by the virus- 

those who are ill at home, in hospital or in intensive care units, fighting for their 

lives. May the Lord lay his healing hands upon them and give them courage and 

strength. 

 

And yet we have many reasons to be grateful. Look at all the doctors, nurses, carers 

and other NHS staff battling tirelessly to save lives and fight the coronavirus. They 

put themselves at risk every day for others. Let’s not forget all the key workers who 

keep frontline services going- too many to mention here but we would be lost 

without them. We read of ordinary people pulling together and reaching out to 

those who are vulnerable and in need through little acts of kindness. They are all the 

unsung coronavirus heroes and heroines. We may never know their names but we 
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need them all. They too need our prayers- that God will protect them and shower 

them with his graces and blessings. 

 

 

The funerals of our two parishioners who died last week will take place on the 

following days, in Chilterns Crematorium, Amersham. 

 

May Campbell:   Friday 17th April 

Sheila Watson: Wednesday 22nd April 

 

They too were much loved. Please continue to pray for their families and friends 

who will miss them greatly. 

 

 

We have journeyed together through Holy Week, a very unusual Holy Week because 

we have been unable to participate together in the events of our Lord’s passion, 

death and resurrection (Mysteries of Salvation) through the liturgies of the Sacred 

Triduum. I hope that some of you at least have been able to join in those 

celebrations through live-streaming and that you have found the services spiritually 

uplifting. 

 

I had really been looking forward to celebrating my first Holy Week and Easter in 

Princes Risborough with all of you. It was not to be. For the first time in my priestly 

ministry I celebrated those liturgies alone- in an empty church. A strange and 

somewhat lonely experience.  But even if I was alone you were all very much with 

me in my heart- I have really prayed for you all so much throughout these days and I 

hope the warmth and fervour of my thoughts and prayers have touched you in some 

unknown way. 

 



Holy Week allows us to walk with Jesus on the road to his suffering and death. More 

than ever in these difficult and dark days we have been able to unite ourselves to his 

pain, his suffering, his loneliness, his fear and his feelings of abandonment. He 

understands all that we feel because he has experienced it himself.  

 

Holy Week reminds us of just how much Jesus loves us- he suffered and died out of 

love for each one of us and that knowledge can give us great comfort and peace. 

 

But of course, as we know, His death is not the end. Tomorrow, Easter Sunday, we 

will celebrate the glorious Resurrection of our Blessed Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.  

He is alive and always with us. 

 

I would like to share with you a very short excerpt from a homily of Pope Francis for 

the Easter Vigil of 2016. It is a text that I have always loved and one that I re-read 

and pray from time to time. I hope you will find the words helpful and meaningful 

especially in the situation that we are living today. 

 

‘Let us not allow darkness and fear to distract us and control us; we must cry 

out to them: the Lord is not here, but has risen! (cf Lk 24:6) He is our greatest 

joy; he is always at our side and will never let us down. 

This is the foundation of our hope, which is not mere optimism, nor a 

psychological attitude or desire to be courageous. Christian hope is a gift that 

God gives us if we come out of ourselves and open our hearts to him…. This 

hope does not disappoint us because the Holy Spirit has been poured into our 

hearts (cf. Rom 5:5). The Holy Spirit does not make everything seem 

wonderful. He does not remove evil with a magic wand. But he pours into us a 

life force which is not the absence of problems, but the certainty of being 

loved and always forgiven by Christ, who for us has conquered sin, conquered 

death and conquered fear. Today is the celebration of our hope, the 



celebration of this truth: nothing and no one will ever be able to separate us 

from his love (cf. Rom 8:39).’ Excerpt from homily of Pope Francis. Easter Vigil 

2016. 

 

 

I remain very close to each one of you in my daily prayers and when I celebrate 

mass. 

 

I pray specially for you this Easter that you will really experience the presence of the 

Risen Christ in your lives. I pray that his love and joy will take away your fears and 

anxieties and give you comfort and strength in all the struggles and difficulties that 

you face.  

 

May the Risen Christ bless you all. Happy Easter! 

Fr Lijo 

 

 

 


