
                      2nd May 2021  

My dear friends 

Today we celebrate the 5th Sunday of Easter and once again the Church offers us such a beautiful Gospel to 

reflect on (John 15:1-8) as we continue to receive the graces and blessings streaming forth from the        

Resurrection of Jesus. I do invite you to take some time to read this Gospel slowly and prayerfully and allow 

the words to touch you. 

In last Sunday’s Gospel we were presented with the image of Jesus as our Good Shepherd. We were invited 

to reflect on the question ‘Do you know your shepherd’s voice? Are you listening with your heart?’ The   

image of the Good Shepherd pictures Jesus as the one who goes ahead of us, leading us, urging us to follow 

him in the right direction. The Gospel of this Sunday presents us with a somewhat different picture. It is not 

in contradiction to the image of the Good Shepherd but I feel it complements it and completes it. 

Jesus tells us in this Gospel: ‘I am the vine, and you are the branches.’ It is very difficult to distinguish     

between the trunk of a vine and the branches of a vine. And as we know the branches would die if they 

were not connected to the trunk. This image shows us Jesus as someone who is very closely connected 

with us- so much so that the very fact of our life, our existence and our well- being is dependent on our 

connection with him 

‘Whoever remains in me, with me in him bears fruit in plenty; for cut off from me you can do nothing.’ 

We are nothing without him. We know that the vinedresser has to prune the vine, otherwise it will not 

bear fruit. Jesus reminds us that there will be no fruit in our lives if we live apart from, separated from    

Jesus. ‘As a branch cannot bear fruit all by itself, but must remain part of the vine, neither can you unless 

you remain in me.’ 

What does it mean to bear fruit in our lives? I think we sometimes get confused about that. I don’t think it 

is matter of worrying about what we do or if we do enough. That seems to me to be the wrong way of   

looking at it. 

Bearing fruit is a result of my close relationship with Jesus. And it is because of my close relationship with 

him that the fruits of the Spirit will become more and more evident in my life. ‘Love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, trustfulness  gentleness and self-control’ (Gal 5: 22-23).  

Is my life bearing fruit?  The question to ask is ‘Am I becoming more like Jesus? Is his life flowing through 

me? When his life flows through me, I will be more loving, joyful, peaceful etc. 

So this beautiful Gospel invites us to nurture our relationship with Jesus, to accept the friendship he offers 

us and to grow closer and closer to him. We do that by spending time with him, as we would spend time 

with any close friend. We all know what a precious gift true friendship is. It is really a very precious and   

sacred thing to be invited to share the life of someone and grow close to that person. How much more  

precious is it then to be invited into the wonderful gift of deep and close friendship with the Lord? That is 

such a beautiful gift to be treasured. 



I end with these precious words of Jesus, ‘Make your home in me, as I make mine in you.’ I am sure we all 

have some really good friends with whom we feel completely at home, people who accept us just as we 

are, with whom we can share everything and vice versa. Jesus wants that same relationship with us- he 

wants us to feel at home with him as he does with us. How marvellous is that! 

Perhaps when we feel anxious, worried, afraid, upset, we can repeat those words over and over again in 

our hearts- because it is in that home, in that place of love that we will find such deep comfort and         

consolation and we will have the strength and courage to continue on our journey. 

May God bless you all this week. 

Fr Lijo 
 

W e e k l y  N o t i c e s  
Coffee and Company: To enjoy a coffee whilst chatting to other parishioners just follow the link below on 

Tuesday May 4th at 10.30am. Join Zoom Meeting.  Meeting ID: 440 321 8376     Passcode: 9z1Umi 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4403218376?pwd=R0dGT2VYR1ZqTW96STRFeTdLcGxQQT09  
 

Date for the Diary - Saturday June 5th. Parish Cafod Walk in aid of Walk for Water. Please reserve this 

date! More details later.  
 

Diocesan Summer Webinar: Monday 3rd May, 7.30pm.  Divine Renovation week 3, Clearing out the junk. 

Reflecting on some of the baggage that holds us back in our faith lives and finding new inspiration in the 

Gospel, with well-known speaker and writer Dr Gemma Simmonds CJ.  You can find out more and register 

here: https://readalong_divine_renovation.eventbrite.co.uk  
 

Catholic Basics - an engaging introduction to the Catholic faith offered in four parts: God, The Church, The 

Moral Life, Prayer. Monday evening Zoom presentations from 7pm to 8:30pm on June 7, June 14, June 21, 

June 28 2021. There is a £20 cost for the course pack of four texts. For more information and booking,    

contact  Ann Collon at admin@nores.org.uk or call 01582 723312.  
 

Reclaim Our Common Home: As Britain prepares to host the UN climate talks, we are in a unique position 

to show global leadership in tackling poverty, inequality and climate change. CAFOD are organising a       

petition to the Prime Minister to ensure that the world’ s poorest communities are at the heart of decision 

making as we rebuild from the pandemic and tackle the climate crisis. Please help to make our voices heard 

by completing and posting the petition cards that have been distributed by our parish CAFOD group after 

recent masses, or by signing online at cafod.org.uk/reclaim. 
 

Princes Risborough Food Cupboard: Thank you all so much for your generous donations.  Donations may 

be made to St Mary’s Church Bell Tower, 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays, or in the trolley 

at the entrance to Tesco’s at any time they’re open. Things we could do with more of: Tins of soup, Tins of 

fish, Tins of fruit, Tins of rice pudding, Tins or cartons of custard, Long-life dairy milk (UHT), Packets of     

cereal, Jars or packets of coffee. Things we have plenty of, so don’t need any more at the moment: Tins of 

potatoes, Tins of mushy and marrowfat peas. 

The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    

Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006)  
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School Site Update 

 Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

Since St Teresa’s School closed at the end of August last year, the Parish Buildings & Finance Committee – 

John Bolton, Miles Cunningham, Nick Jepson and Deacon Seán – have, with Fr Lijo, been in close contact 

with the Diocesan Property Committee through Tony NcNiff, the Diocesan Chief Operations Officer, and 

Mgr Seán Healy, the Vicar General, to try to ensure that the future flourishing of St Teresa’s Parish is at the 

centre of whatever decision is ultimately made by the Diocese about the site. 

The Diocese’s own professional advice was that for the site to be successfully marketed for sale it would 

have to include the Walsingham Hall, Kerr Anna and the Clubroom. This risked the loss of facilities the   

Parish has enjoyed to now, namely: a hall large enough for the parish to gather in for social, fundraising 

and formation occasions; meeting and storage rooms; and kitchen and toilets. Previously, the parish had 

first call on the use of these facilities and had allowed the school to use them when the parish did not need 

them. 

As we are all aware the site is narrow and has poor access onto the main Aylesbury Road. The boundaries 

are very close to the church, especially at the Narthex, and extend across the top of the presbytery garden. 

The site’s close proximity to the church, car park and garden, makes its future use a crucial issue for the 

parish in terms of its impact on the day to day running of the parish. 

For these reasons, the parish Buildings and Finance Committee identified the following key concerns: 

 that there should be no access to the site from parish property i.e. from the Car Park and        

presbytery garden 

 that the facilities essential for the parish to flourish that had been provided by the Walsingham 

Hall, Ker Anna and Clubroom should be secured and, ideally, that our access to them should not 

depend on others – possibly, by constructing a multi-purpose hall on part of the presbytery      

garden 

Many of you will have seen the “For Sale” sign that was put up. The Diocese received an almost immediate 

offer to buy the freehold of the site but that offer would have necessitated access via Church property and 

for that reason and mindful of the needs of the parish, the Diocese rejected the offer. An alternative      

approach is being explored where the Diocese would retain the freehold but provide a leasehold interest 

for use as part of an independent school. 

At a meeting last Wednesday between representatives of an independent school, diocese and parish, 

some of the practical arrangements for operating the school on the site were discussed. In principle, the 

independent school accepts, subject to being allowed 3 spaces for staff in our Car Park on school days, 

that: 

 there will be no access to the site from parish property in the day to day running of the school – 

i.e. all access to the site will be via the “Ker Anna” entrance 

 the parish will have access to the Clubroom at all times 

 the parish will have use of the storage room adjacent to the Clubroom or similar space that will 

not compromise safeguarding requirements 



 the parish will have access to the Walsingham Hall in the evenings and at the weekends and at 

other times by prior notice and agreement 

As a parish, we have, of course, a long experience of living with a school “next door”. Our relationship with 

this new independent school, unlike that which we enjoyed with St Teresa’s, will not be rooted in a shared 

commitment to the life and mission of the church. Nevertheless, our experience to date gives hope that 

there will be mutual respect and goodwill and a long-term commitment to maintaining good relations on 

which the successful operation of the lease will depend. 

The fine details of a lease that might operate for as long as thirty years have still to be worked out between 

the diocese and the school. However, the Parish Buildings & Finance Committee believe that the proposed 

lease offers the best available way to secure the facilities necessary for the parish to flourish over the    

coming years and so are happy to recommend it to the Parish. As part of their plans, the independent 

school would undertake the very necessary refurbishment of the Walsingham Hall – a project the parish 

would have great difficulty funding itself.  

The Diocesan Planning Sub-Committee and Trustees are committed to our flourishing as a parish and have 

listened closely to our concerns. Sharing our concerns with them, we have worked together on this plan 

which focusses on the needs of the parish whilst providing a way forward that avoids the ongoing costs and 

risk of an empty property in the longer term. Our concerns have, naturally, focussed close to home and 

there can be a temptation to close our eyes to the needs of the wider diocesan family, to think of the      

Diocese as ‘them’ rather than ‘us’ – our brothers and sisters in the parishes that make up the local church 

of Northampton. If we are to flourish together, at a time when the Diocesan finances have been seriously 

impacted by the pandemic and longer-term structural problems, we have to play our part in developing the 

life and mission of the Church here in Risborough while remembering our responsibility to the Diocese as 

well. 

The future of the parish is, ultimately, in our hands. If we are to make a case and hope for investment in 

facilities and resources here in Princes Risborough we have, as St Peter urged, to “be ready to give an      

answer to anyone who asks about the hope you have.” We have to be able to answer the question, “Why?” 

– a profound question about our purpose and identity that Bishop David is challenging the Diocese with as 

a whole. With that in mind, I would strongly urge those of you who can to join and/or follow the Pastoral 

Ministry Office “Divine Renovation” seminars that are being held each Monday evening and which can be 

viewed via YouTube, live or later (see the Newsletter/Website for details of how to sign up). As we emerge 

from this past desert-year we can embrace Bishop David’s call to renewal and, placing our confidence in 

the power of the Holy Spirit to recreate and make all things new, go forward with St Teresa, in this new  

circumstance: “All is Grace.” 

If you would like to, please let us know your thoughts or suggestions via the parish office 

email: presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk 

Thank you, 

Deacon Seán 

Chair of Parish Buildings & Finance Committee 
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F I F T H  S U N D A Y  O F  E A S T E R  

Saturday 1st May  6: 30 pm Marie & Alan Pennell, Int.   

Sunday 2nd May  9: 30 am  Mary Lander, RIP.   

Monday 3rd May  Private Mass  The People of the Parish SS Philip & James, Apostles  

Tuesday 4th May  Private Mass  Eveleen McQuaid, RIP.  Martyrs of England and Wales  

Wednesday 5th May   10: 00 am  Francis McManamon, FM Feria 

Thursday 6th May    Private Mass  Kate O’Flaherty & Jane Donnelly, RIP Feria 

Friday 7th May     Private Mass  Denis Chettle, FM Feria 

MASS BOOKINGS: Wed 5th May and Sat/Sun 8th/9th May 2021 

 

Please: do wear masks - do not come if shielding, symptomatic or self-isolating. 

At this time, there is no obligation to attend. 

 

N.B. If any Mass is oversubscribed, we will give priority to: those emerging from      

shielding, 1st Communion children, and those who cannot come to Mass on Wednesdays. 

 

For each booking: Names, which Mass, number of Seats and PHONE number. 

Please do not ‘turn up’ at church without booking. 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

 

10am Mass on Wednesday 5th May 
 

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 1st May 

: closes 9am Tuesday 4th May 

Confirmation: by 6pm on Tuesday 4th May 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

…………………………………………….. 

 
Masses at 6.30pm, Saturday 8th and  9.30am, Sunday 9th May 

 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 3rd May 

: closes 9am Friday 7th May   

Confirmation: by 6pm on Friday 7th May 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 

………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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