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My dear parishioners 

As I write this week’s newsletter, the lockdown restrictions are gradually being lifted. 

Great news for us all, with a semi return to normality. At least some more shops and 

businesses will open, though we have to remember all those who cannot reopen yet 

and are in danger of going bankrupt, and of course so many people in danger of losing 

their jobs, their livelihood. 

 

You will all of course have heard the very welcome news that the churches are 

allowed to open again for public acts of worship. As Cardinal Nicholls said in his 

statement, “We have waited with patience and longing for this moment, 

understanding the importance of protecting the health of people in our society. Now 

we are full of anticipation that we will be able again to take part together in the 

Eucharist, which lies at the centre of our faith.” However at this moment I am waiting 

on guidelines from the Diocese of Northampton so that everyone can come to mass 

safely and protect each other from any risk of infection. I will keep you informed by 

means of a special newsletter. And if any of you are worried about coming to mass 

because you are in the vulnerable category, please remember that the dispensation 

for not attending Sunday mass, granted by the Bishops, is still in force so there is no 

obligation to attend a Sunday mass. 

 

This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of Saint Peter and Saint Paul, two great pillars of 

the church. Peter was the rock on which the church was built and Paul was the Apostle 

of the Gentiles. They are two very different personalities. But they are united in their 

love for Jesus and the Gospel, united because they both gave their lives for Him. God 

http://www.st-teresas.org.uk/


2 

 

called both of them and used their personalities to spread the Gospel. They both had 

many imperfections and weaknesses – but God used all of that for his greater glory. I 

think it is very encouraging for us to know that God’s power can shine through our 

human weakness. We don’t need to be perfect for God to work through us. We just 

need to give our lives completely to him. Perhaps today is a good day to be grateful 

for the gift of our faith, which we live out in the Community of the Church. I am certain 

our faith is what has kept us going through the testing times of this dreadful 

pandemic. So let us thank God that we belong to the Church. 

 

I just want to focus on the Gospel of today Matthew 16: 13-19. Jesus wants to know 

who the crowds think he is. But after hearing the answers, he makes it much more 

personal. H asks his disciples, “Who do you say I am?” Peter answers and gives that 

great testimony of faith, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

 

The question is still relevant today and Jesus continues to ask each one of us this 

question. And we need to find an answer that is very personal and responsible. Maybe 

we could take time today to answer honestly. Who is Jesus for me?  

 

I just wanted to quote from a homily from Pope Francis, on the Feast of Saints Peter 

and Paul 2017, which I have always found so meaningful. “Today Jesus puts this crucial 

question to us, to each of us. It is the decisive question. It does not allow for a non-

committal answer, because it brings into play our entire life. The question of life 

demands a response of life. For it counts little to know the articles of faith if we do not 

confess Jesus as the Lord of our lives. Today he looks straight at us and asks, “Who am 

I for you?” As if to say: “Am I still the Lord of your life, the longing of your heart, the 

reason for your hope, the source of your unfailing trust?” Along with Saint Peter, we 

too renew today our life choice to be Jesus’ disciples and apostles. May we too pass 
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from Jesus’ first question to his second, so as to be “his own” not merely in words, but 

in our actions and our very lives.”  

 

I think Pope Francis says it very beautifully. Let us all pray that Jesus becomes more 

and more the centre of our lives and that we come to know him more and more as 

our dearest and closest friend, the one who will never let us down. 

 

I just want to end with a verse from the Responsorial Psalm – it is so comforting and 

encouraging. God knows us and loves us in all our poverty and weakness and will 

always help us and strengthen us. We need only look towards him and call him. 

 

“Look towards him and be radiant 

Let your faces not be abashed. 

This poor man called, the Lord heard him 

And rescued him from all his distress.” 

 

I had a special visit on Friday afternoon. Our new bishop David is visiting all the 

churches in the deanery and he came to St Teresa’s on Friday. Deacon Sean and I were 

so happy to welcome him and to show round our beautiful church. Bishop David 

found it very prayerful and was delighted with the way the safety measures had been 

put into place to ensure that everybody who comes in for private prayer feels safe 

and secure. I am sure we will be able to welcome Bishop David officially as a parish 

but as you know that day may be still a long way off. But it will come. He assures us 

all of his prayers and his blessing. 

 

Have a blessed week. Stay safe. You continue to be in my prayers every day. 

Fr Lijo 


