
                      28st March 2021  

My dear friends 

‘We were not there. We are only here now remembering.’ As I was reflecting on what to write for this 

week’s newsletter, these words came to my mind. (they are taken from a children’s stations of the cross 

written by Gwen Costello). Each Station reflection begins “If we had been there, Jesus, we would have... for 

example, wiped your face like Veronica, carried your cross etc”. And each station reflection ends with, ‘But 

we were not there. We are only here now, remembering.’  

I think that these words can accompany us as we contemplate the beautiful mystery of Holy Week and the 

journey of Jesus to the cross and to the tomb. We were not there but we are here now, remembering all 

those events of Holy Week.  

On Palm Sunday, the crowd recognise in Jesus the one who comes in the name of the Lord- the One who 

will bring victory over their enemies and will bring God’s presence among them. Would we have waved our 

palms with everyone else? We were not there but as we remember, we realise that Jesus did not save us 

by his triumphant entry into Jerusalem or by his powerful miracles, but by his humble submission to    

suffering and death. As St Paul explains very well in Sunday’s second reading, (Philippians: 2: 6-11) Jesus, 

‘emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave and became as men are; and being as all men are, he 

was humbler yet, even to accepting death, death on a cross.’ 

On Holy Thursday, Jesus gives us a great sign of his love when he gives us the gift of himself, in his body and 

blood. And he completes that by washing the feet of the disciples. As we know this was the job of a       

servant. Peter wanted to refuse. If we had been there what would we have done? Would we have made a 

fuss like Peter? Jesus makes it clear that we cannot really love without letting ourselves be loved by him 

first. We were not there, but we can be present now, remembering in our hearts that great gift of love and 

we can say to Jesus: ’Yes, wash my feet. I accept that precious gift of your love.’ 

The humiliation of Jesus reaches its utmost in the passion. That dreadful scourging and crowning with 

thorns and then the long ,slow, painful walk to death. The terrible brutality that he has to undergo renders 

him almost unrecognisable. He enters into an utter powerlessness. He experiences disfigurement,            

annihilation, and utter destruction. He is completely abandoned.  What we would we have done? Would 

we have stood bravely at the foot of the cross and supported him by our silent presence? Would we have 

run away from the horror like most of the disciples? We cannot know because we were not there. But we 

can be here now, remembering . We can reach out to Jesus  and thank him for his great love for us.  

Perhaps as we remember, we might become conscious of the crosses in our own lives. Sickness, chronic ill 

health, the death of loved ones, unemployment, loneliness, betrayal- each one of us will be able to name 

our own crosses.  



Jesus transforms his suffering into an expression of love. It is a love that is stronger than death, a love that 

can cleanse us and heal us. Can we ask Jesus to help us carry our crosses in a different way? To carry them 

with no bitterness or anger- to use them to help us to reach out to others? 

We were not there as they took that battered, bruised body down from the cross. But we are here now, 

remembering. As we remember that tomb and hear the silence, the emptiness, and the stillness of death, 

perhaps we might contemplate the mystery of our own death. Jesus knows what it is to die, and he has 

prepared a place for us. 

And now we know that our lives will not really end but will be transformed. One day we will hear the      

Father call us by name and we will rest in his loving embrace.  

My dear friends, may our ‘remembering’ during this beautiful Holy Week bring us much peace, joy, hope. 

Let us cling to our faith in God who loves us so much and brings life from death.  

Be sure that I keep you all in my prayers. I look forward to welcoming as many of you as is possible to our 

Holy Week services. 

‘We were not there. We are only here now remembering.’ 

Please do stay safe and well. May God bless you all. 

Fr Lijo 

 

 

 W e e k l y  N o t i c e s  

Mass Times: Please note: On Palm Sunday 28th March and Easter Sunday 4th April, there will be two Sunday 

Morning masses. 8.00 am and 9.30 am. 

 

Services for Holy Week: I have attached to this newsletter all the times and booking details of the services 

during Holy Week. You will have to book your place as usual. Can I encourage you to book as early as     

possible since places are limited due to the lockdown restrictions. The services have to be adapted in order 

to comply with government regulations. I have explained the changes briefly. https://15b87fde-884e-48ea-

a749-173d471293c0.filesusr.com/ugd/0acd37_194ec63a7633401ea8a9f56316e1968e.pdf  

 

Preparing Our Church for Easter.  Volunteers needed! Can you spare some of your time to help with a    

socially distanced church cleaning session during Holy Week? Tuesday, 30th March at 10.00am. Even if it's 

just for half an hour, many hands make light work!  

 

Good Friday Collection: The annual collection on Good Friday is for the Holy Places of Jerusalem. It  helps 

support the upkeep and maintenance of the Holy Places of pilgrimage where Our Lord Jesus walked. It also 

sends aid to Christians in the Middle East, paying for pastoral, charitable, and educational works. 

The Easter Sunday collection is traditionally your gift to your parish priest. It is an integral part of their   

annual salary. Thank you for considering this. 

https://15b87fde-884e-48ea-a749-173d471293c0.filesusr.com/ugd/0acd37_194ec63a7633401ea8a9f56316e1968e.pdf
https://15b87fde-884e-48ea-a749-173d471293c0.filesusr.com/ugd/0acd37_194ec63a7633401ea8a9f56316e1968e.pdf


Weekly Giving Envelopes – Please collect your envelopes for the next twelve months from the                 

narthex.  Many thanks for your continued support.  If you would like to join the scheme, please contact the 

parish office to request a box of envelopes and, if required, a Gift Aid Declaration form. 

 

Princes Risborough Food Cupboard: Thank you all so much for your generous donations.  Donations may 
be made to St Mary’s Church Bell Tower, 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays, or in the trolley 
at the entrance to Tesco’s at any time they’re open. 

Things we could do with more of: Tins of sweetcorn, Tins of other vegetables, Tins of fish, Tins or jars of 
pasta sauce or curry sauce, Tins of fruit, Long-life dairy milk (UHT) 

The list is short this week but the needs of the community are still large.  The items above are what we are 
short on at this moment, but all donations are gratefully received.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    

Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006)  

P A L M  S U N D A Y  O F  T H E  L O R D ’ S  P A S S I O N  

Saturday 27th March  6: 30 pm Tom Slattery, RIP.   

Sunday 28th March 
8: 00 am 
9: 30 am  

Constance Ward, FM 
The People of the Parish 

 

Monday 29th March  Private Mass  Mary Boyle, FM Monday of Holy Week 

Tuesday 30th March  Private Mass  Ruby Moore, FM Tuesday of Holy Week 

Wednesday 31st March  10: 00 am  Robert Gradwell, RIP.  Wednesday of Holy Week 

Thursday 1st April    7: 00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper  Maundy Thursday 

Friday 2nd April    
10: 00 am 
3: 00 pm 
7: 00 pm 

Stations of the Cross  

The Liturgy of Lord’s Passion 
Stations of the Cross  

Good Friday  

http://www.st-teresas.org.uk


MASS BOOKINGS: Wed 31st March and Easter Update 2021 
 

Please do wear masks –  

Please do not come if you have COVID symptoms or are shielding or self-isolating. 

For each booking, we need: Names, which Mass, number of Seats and PHONE number. 

 

10am Mass on Wednesday 31st March    followed by Stations of the Cross 

            

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 27th March 

: closes 9am Tuesday 30th March 

Confirmation: by 6pm on Tuesday 30th March 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

 

EASTER UPDATE: 

 

HOLY THURSDAY: Mass of the Lord’s Supper – FULL 

GOOD FRIDAY: 3pm (Solemn Liturgy) - FULL 

HOLY SATURDAY: First Mass of Easter (The Easter Vigil) – FULL 

 

 

BOOKING is still available for the following only: 

 

GOOD FRIDAY – Stations of the Cross at 10am and at 7pm 

EASTER SUNDAY – Mass at 8am and 9.30am 

Confirmation: as soon as possible 

Email: stteresa.EASTER.masses@gmail.com 

Text:   07761 125747 (or answerphone) 

 

***N.B. If you have booked seats for any of the Holy Week services, please see that as a 

commitment. If you find you cannot come, please let us know by the email or phone number 

above – so that someone else may take your place.***     Thank you very much. 

mailto:stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com
mailto:stteresa.EASTER.masses@gmail.com

