
                 03rd October 2021  

My dear friends 

This weekend will be very special in the life of our parish. We have the honour and privilege of welcoming 

Bishop David to celebrate our parish feast day. He will celebrate the mass of St Thérèse of Lisieux and he 

will also bless our roses.  

So today, on our parish feast day, we celebrate the saint of the Little Way, St Thérèse of Lisieux, a Carmelite 

nun, who died at the age of only twenty-four, having led a very simple and hidden life. Thérèse of Lisieux 

has always been one of my favourite saints.  I think she has a really powerful message to give to us today.  

Thérèse’s life was not easy. Suffering was no stranger to her. She lost her mother at a very early age.  When 

her older sister Pauline, whom she called her ‘second mother,’ entered Carmel, Thérèse felt abandoned 

and went through a period of severe depression followed by several years of extreme sensitivity. Therese 

did believe in God’s love for her and reports in her autobiography that on Christmas Eve, 1886, she was 

cured of her hypersensitivity. After receiving communion and during her thanksgiving she felt love enter 

her soul in an almost indescribable way. That is when her life changed. That deep experience of knowing 

that she was totally loved by God enabled her to move away from excessive self-preoccupation. She began 

to accept others into her life and to become interested in them. In fact, she began to understand that only 

love mattered and that we should do everything for love. She wrote: “Miss no single opportunity of making 

some small sacrifice, here by a smiling look, there by a kindly word; always doing the smallest right and           

doing it all for love.” 

Thérèse greatly desired to enter Carmel and had to receive permission from the Pope to enter the                        

Carmelite convent at the age of 15. But she quickly discovered that life was anything but easy there. She 

found so many of the sisters difficult. So, she made the decision to bring love to every situation and to                

every person, regardless of her feelings. 

One could write so much about Thérèse. But it always strikes me that her particular gift or charisms was of 

trusting God at all times, even in moments of difficulty, despair, anxiety. She discovered what she named as 

the ‘Little Way’, which is the way of surrendering everything to God, and putting all our trust in God, just 

like that of a child, no matter what is happening. 

The responsorial psalm for our lovely feast expresses this so beautifully: 

‘Truly I have set my soul in silence and peace. 

As a weaned child on its mother’s breast, even so is my soul.’ 

For Thérèse we just need to become smaller and very little, and our Lord and loving Father will raise us up 

to Himself, just like a father who cares for his children and picks them up in his arms when they are hurting 

or afraid. 



In our gospel for today (Matthew 18:1-5) the disciples are once again concerned about greatness and glory. 

‘Who is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven?’ Jesus turns this thinking upside down. He uses the                         

example of a little child. ‘The one who makes himself as little as this little child is the greatest in the                      

kingdom of heaven.’ 

Thérèse entered into the heart of this gospel passage. Thérèse’s life was hidden. To many even in the                  

convent, she seemed like such an average, ordinary person. She was not concerned about greatness, or 

power. She never showed off. Her greatness showed in the constancy of her love for others in the simplest 

ways. And that stemmed from her relationship with God, whom she trusted completely. She herself had 

experienced so many times his love, kindness and mercy and she understood that his love is truly universal, 

given to all. 

St Thérèse died at the age of 24. She suffered so much before she died-her illness was agonising. Yet her 

last words, looking at her crucifix, were "OH!...I LOVE HIM!...MY GOD, I...LOVE...THEE!!!" She was filled, 

consumed with love for God.  

So, her "little way" can teach us to do the ordinary things of life with extraordinary love- a smile, a note of 

encouragement, a phone call, suffering in silence, always having a positive word, a simple unnoticed task to 

brighten the life of another, and so many other simple deeds, done with love. Her little way can teach us to 

live with confidence and trust because we are loved. Her little Way teaches us how to love others. 

Thérèse promised to spend her heaven doing good upon earth. "After my death, I will let fall a shower of 

roses. I will spend my heaven doing good upon earth. I will raise up a mighty host of little saints. My                      

mission is to make God loved..." Today, on our special feast day, let us confidently ask her to intercede for 

us before God. Let us not be afraid to bring all our worries, concerns, problems, difficulties to her and ask 

for her help, guidance and intercession.  

I hope that you will bring your roses to be blessed, as I will bring mine. Through her intercession, may their 

presence and their perfume remind us of how much God loves us. May Thérèse obtain for us the grace of 

surrendering everything to God and placing our trust in him. May she shower our parish with the roses of 

love, trust and surrender. 

May God bless you all. 

Fr Lijo 

T W E N T Y - S E V E N T H   S U N D A Y  O F  T H E  Y E A R   

Saturday 2nd October  06: 30 pm Hilary Cornock, RIP.  

Sunday 3rd October  11: 00 am  The People of the Parish  

Monday 4th October  10: 00 am  Margaret Mosley, RIP.  St Francis of Assisi  

Tuesday 5th October  10: 00 am  John Harding, FM.  Feria 

Wednesday 6th October  10: 00 am  Sheila Duggan, RIP.  Feria 

Thursday 7th October  10: 00 am  Mary Mc Cormick, RIP.  Our Lady of the Rosary  

Friday 8th October  10: 00 am  Margaret Mosley, RIP.  Feria 



W e e k l y  N o t i c e s  

ROTAS FOR WEEKEND 9TH/10TH OCTOBER  

 9.30am   Readers     Sue Bolton,    Simon Martin  

 Coffee after Mass    Eddie Brown,  Lovena Patten  
 

 

A very special event for St Teresa’s, Princes Risborough  -Visit of Bishop David Saturday 2nd and Sunday 

3rd October: We are very privileged to welcome Bishop David to our parish this weekend. It will be extra 

special because this is the weekend closest to the Feast of St Thérèse of Lisieux and so traditionally on this 

weekend we celebrate our parish feast. Bishop David will celebrate the 6. 30pm mass on Saturday 2nd                   

October and the 11. 00am mass on Sunday 3rd October. As usual we will have the Blessing of Roses. This 

year may I ask you to bring your own roses, Bishop David will bless them during the mass. 

I know that Bishop David is really looking forward to meeting as many of you as possible. There will be the 

opportunity to chat with him after both masses, as we will have prosecco and nibbles in the hall. This will 

be a wonderful occasion as it is Bishop David’s first visit to our parish. It will be a real privilege for us all and 

I hope as many of you as possible will be able to come to our special masses and to meet him afterwards. 

And of course, it will be the opportunity for all of us to share our difficulties, worries and needs with our 

dear patron saint, Thérèse of Lisieux. She assured us ‘I will spend my heaven doing good on earth. I will let 

fall a shower of roses.’ May she intercede for all our intentions and may this weekend be a time of grace 

and blessing for our parish.  
 

Holy Communion for the Sick and Housebound: As we know most of the lockdown restrictions are slowly 

lifting, we are now able to bring Holy Communion to the sick and housebound. If you are unable to come to 

mass and would like to receive Holy Communion at home, please contact Fr Lijo. He will arrange for one of 

the Eucharistic Ministers to visit you. 

First Holy Communion and Confirmation 2022: We are hoping to begin our preparation programmes for 

our children who wish to make their First Holy Communion and our young people who are interested in 

receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation. If you are interested, please fill in the appropriate application 

form which you will find at the back of the church and return it to Fr Lijo or pop it through the presbytery 

letterbox. Please note: 

 To join the First Holy Communion programme, children must be 7 years of age or above. 
 To join the Confirmation programme, young people must be in Year 8 or above. 

Please note that the closing date for the applications is Monday 4th October 
 

CAFOD Family Fast Day - Climate Crisis Appeal: Further to last weekend’s appeal, envelopes will 

be distributed this weekend, after the masses. By donating to Cafod this Family Fast Day you can help               

communities affected by the worst impacts of the climate crisis. Please return the envelopes to church next 

weekend and don’t forget to fill in the attached Gift Aid form if you can, to allow Cafod to reclaim tax. You 

can also donate online through the Cafod website: cafod.org.uk  

THE BIBLE TIMELINE COURSE: Understand the Bible from start to finish, the Old and New Testament, with 

this FREE OF CHARGE, worldwide-famous course delivered online LIVE by Mauro Iannicelli. Starts Wed 29th 

September 2021. Eight Wednesday sessions (7pm-8:40pm). Info & Registration: www.comeandsee.org 

DIOCESAN MASS FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES, THEIR FAMILIES AND FRIENDS, Celebrated by BISHOP 

DAVID OAKLEY at ST. JOHN’S CHURCH, SUNDON PARK, LUTON LU3 3AL on SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 7th 2021 at 

3pm, followed by refreshments. For all enquiries please contact Sean Ballantyne 

(bernie.ballantyne@googlemail.com) or Kevin O’Driscoll (holyfamilylangley@yahoo.co.uk) 

6.30pm   Readers   Majella Hurley, Ingrid Gardner 

http://cafod.org.uk/
mailto:bernie.ballantyne@googlemail.com
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Invitation: Bishop David Oakley warmly invites you to The Diocesan Mass for Married Life, at The Cathedral 

of Our Lady Immaculate & St. Thomas of Canterbury, Kingsthorpe Road, Northampton NN2 6AG on           

Saturday 16th October 2021. Gathering from 11. 30 am followed by Mass at 12 noon.  

Bishop David will give his pastoral blessing to those couples celebrating significant milestones in their           

marriage i.e., 1, 10, 20, 25, 30, 40, 50 years etc. If you are celebrating such a milestone please contact 

Eamonn & Paula McMorrow on 07412151517 or at mass.mfl@northamptondiocese.org. All are very                

welcome to attend. In line with Government guidelines social distancing will be adhered to in the Cathedral 

and afterwards in the new Cathedral Centre where refreshments will be available after Mass.  

A Priesthood Discernment Day is due to be held at Holy Family Church in Luton on Saturday 23rd October, 

10am to 5pm.  This is for men who may be considering the possibility of priesthood and would like to                 

explore the idea further.  For more information, please contact the Diocesan Vocations Director, Fr Andy 

Richardson, on 01582 502400, or via email at vocationsdirector@northamptondiocese.org  

Bucks Historic Churches Ride and Stride Day:  An enormous thank you to who helped in any way on the 

annual Ride and Stride day.  Those who donated cakes, washed up, hosted our visitors, showed visitors 

around our church, walked, cycled or generously sponsored us.   

50 visitors were welcomed to St Teresa's and they thoroughly enjoyed the refreshments they were offered, 

drinks and amazing cakes. Two of our parishioners cycled, visiting 10 churches and a group of eight of us 

walked 8 miles visiting 7 churches.  The weather was perfect and a very enjoyable time was had by all.  The 

total amount raised was £470.00 plus Gift Aid and half of the total will be returned to our parish. 
 

Returning to normal after the restrictions of the pandemic 

Welcome back to our parish secretary: After the many months of lockdown and Covid restrictions I am so 

pleased to welcome back Meenal Lopes our parish secretary. Meenal will start work again on Friday 1st               

October. She will be working in the parish office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays, from 9.30am - 

2.30pm. 

I am glad to say that things will be returning to normal. Meenal will resume the responsibility for the parish 

newsletter. So, from next week, we will be using “Sunday Bulletin”, the newsletter from Redemptorist                

publications, with our notices printed on the reverse side. That means you will have information and                     

inspiration on the same newsletter. Thank you for putting up with my reflections in the past months!  You 

will no longer receive the parish newsletter by email. Copies will be available at the back of the Church and 

on the parish website https://www.st-teresas.org.uk/newsletters. 

Singing: I am also delighted to say that we will start to sing hymns again during mass, starting from this 

weekend, our parish feast. I am really looking forward to hearing our beautiful hymns again and I am so 

grateful to both choirs for their contribution to our liturgies. Singing makes such a difference to our                      

celebrations. We will be using hymn books.  

Welcomers: I am also delighted to say that our welcoming team will be resuming their important ministry 

in our parish. They will be distributing the hymn books and newsletter to each person.  

The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st -teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    

Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006)  
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