
                      4th April 2021  

My dear friends 

The Lord is risen Alleluia, Alleluia! This is the message of Easter, a message that is being             

proclaimed to everyone, in churches throughout the world. A message proclaimed to all in       

whatever circumstances they may be in, whether in sadness or joy, to those who are suffering, to 

those who are burdened , to those who are in distress. 

But what does this message really mean? Jesus, who died on the cross, has now been raised in   

glory. So, no matter what we might have to face, we have sure ground for hope, because Christ is 

risen. God’s love is greater than anything life might throw at us.  

The Resurrection of Jesus does not short cut our human condition or push aside our vulnerabilities 

as though they are of no concern. We continue to be human, living with all the ups and downs of 

the human condition.  

The Resurrection does not pretend that Good Friday never happened. Jesus did die. And he did not 

come back to life, as Lazarus did. He was raised to new life and He moved into an altogether    

different reality, back  into the glory and joy of the Father’s enduring love. The Risen Christ bears 

the wounds of his passion.  

But Jesus has now proved that he is victorious over death. He has proved that he is stronger than 

death. I wonder what that means concretely for us? After all, we are still going to die one day. That 

is the only thing we can be sure of, though we neither know when nor how. 

The great Dominican writer and preacher Timothy Radcliffe has something beautiful to say about 

the Resurrection of Christ. ‘One of the signs of his Resurrection is that the relationship between 

Jesus and his followers is renewed. The silence of the tomb is broken. Their love endures.’ 

Death cannot destroy the love that exists between us and the Lord. Our life is our relationship with 

the one who has defeated death. This is why we can shout ‘Alleluia’ with so much joy and gladness. 

Our death will never destroy that relationship of love which we have with the one who says:  ‘I am 

the resurrection and the life. Those  who believe in me, even though they die, will live’ (John  11: 

25).  We need never be afraid of death.  

Our life now is the beginning of our eternal life. Our eternal friendship and love of God begins here 

and now. And so we try to live as Jesus did, we try to put on his heart and his mind, to follow his 

path of love and service to all our fellow human beings. We do not try to live like Jesus so as to 



merit life after death, as a reward. No, we live like Jesus because we are already living  the            

beginning of our eternal life. Our eternal life is not another life that begins after death. It is our love 

of the Lord, our relationship with the Lord which death can never destroy.  

And so my dear friends let us value and cherish our life as a gift from the One who has given us 

everything. Let us live fully, with joy and gladness in our hearts, reaching out to everyone with 

kindness and generosity. Let us shout Alleluia on this most sacred and joyous day because the    

victory has been won and we are safe with Christ forever. Alleluia! The Lord is truly risen! 

I take this opportunity to wish you all a very Holy and Blessed Easter. May the joy and gladness of 

the Risen Christ flood your hearts with hope and strength. May the knowledge of how much he 

loves you comfort and console you so that your lives will be abundantly fruitful in all kinds of good 

works. I pray, that filled with the deep peace of the Risen Christ, you will continue in confidence on 

your journey towards the glory and joy of abiding in the Father’s enduring love forever.   

Please do stay safe and well.  

Fr Lijo 

 W e e k l y  N o t i c e s  

First Holy Communion: I am delighted to announce that 7 of our children will at last make their 

First Holy Communion on Saturday 10th April. If you remember this day had to be postponed      

because the churches were closed. They have waited patiently for so long and I know that they are 

all  now so excited and longing to receive our Blessed Lord for the first time in the Sacrament of the 

Holy Eucharist. They will have 3 retreat sessions on 7th, 8th and 9th April just to help them prepare 

in more depth for this beautiful day. 

I am extremely grateful to Katherine Shaw and her helpers for preparing our children so well. I 

thank them for their commitment and dedication. Our parish is so blessed to have them. 

Unfortunately, because we must still follow government guidelines to ensure the safety of all who 

come to the church, and so only the parents and close relatives may be present. I ask you all to 

keep the children in your prayers. 

 

Church Spring Clean: I would like to say a huge thank you to the ladies who came on Tuesday  

morning to clean the church so thoroughly for the Easter Triduum. The church looks so fresh,   

sparkling and gleaming. I am deeply grateful to each of them for giving up their time for this    

beautiful act of love for the parish and for the Lord. 

I also take this opportunity to express my thanks to the stewards, the flower arrangers, the      

readers, our sacristan and of course Deacon Sean and many others who work so quietly and so 

tirelessly to make sure that everything is ready for our liturgies. We could not manage without 

them and they help to make our liturgies so prayerful and beautiful. 



Easter Clearance Bazaar: During lockdown, it has been possible to sort the parish resources from 

Ker Anna, Walsingham Hall, and the Club Room.  Many of the items are no longer required by the 

parish and are therefore being offered to parishioners.  These items include religious artefacts and 

pictures; children’s games and toys; children’s and adult catechetical books; craft items; a selection 

of household items; as well as the chairs and coffee tables from Ker Anna.  COVID rules applying, it 

will be possible to view these items on Wednesday 7th April from 10: 30 – 12 noon, and on          

Saturday 10th April from 2: 00 to 4: 00 pm. Donations will be gratefully received. 

 

Coffee and Company: To chat with other parishioners, whilst enjoying a coffee, just follow the link 

below on Tuesday April 6th at 10.30am. Join Zoom Meeting.  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73924874036?pwd=Zkx0R1puY1VlUEMzZjNzZWo0SjFaUT09 

Meeting ID: 739 2487 4036  Passcode: 9VqUcW 

 

Princes Risborough Food Cupboard: Thank you all so much for your generous donations.  Dona-

tions may be made to St Mary’s Church Bell Tower, 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Wednesdays and Fri-

days, or in the trolley at the entrance to Tesco’s at any time they’re open. 

Things we could do with more of: Tins of peas (garden, not mushy or marrowfat), Tins of 

sweetcorn, Tins of other vegetables, Tins of soup, Tins of tomatoes, Tins of rice pudding, Tins or 

cartons of custard, Long-life dairy milk (UHT), Packets of biscuits. 

Things we have plenty of, so don’t need any more at the moment: Tins of potatoes, Tins of mushy 

and marrowfat peas.  

 

 

The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    

Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006)  

E A S T E R  S U N D A Y  

Saturday 3rd April     7: 00 pm Easter Vigil  

Sunday 4th April    
8: 00 am 
9: 30 am  

Bobby John, Int.  
The People of the Parish 

 

Monday 5th April    Private Mass  Kathleen Boland, Int.  Monday of Easter Octave  

Tuesday 6th April    Private Mass  Ray & Veda Conyers, RIP.  Tuesday of Easter Octave  

Wednesday 7th April    10: 00 am  John Campbell, RIP.  Wednesday of Easter Octave  

Thursday 8th April    Private Mass  Sheila Watson, RIP.  Thursday of Easter Octave  

Friday 9th April    Private Mass  Margert Ellen Slater, FM. Friday of Easter Octave  

Saturday 10th April 11: 00 am  First Holy Communion    

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/73924874036?pwd=Zkx0R1puY1VlUEMzZjNzZWo0SjFaUT09
http://www.st-teresas.org.uk


 

MASS BOOKINGS: Wed 7th April and Sat/Sun 10th/11th April 2021 

 

Please: do wear masks  - do not come if shielding, symptomatic or self-isolating. 
 

Please think carefully – 

about your own vulnerability – and that of others around you – 

before deciding whether to come.  At this time, there is no obligation to attend. 

……………………………………………………………………. 
 

For each booking: Names, which Mass, number of Seats and PHONE number. 
 

 

10am Mass on Wednesday 7th April 

There will be fewer seats than usual available 
as the First Holy Communion Children will be attending with their parents 

 

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 3rd April 

: closes 9am Tuesday 6th April 

Confirmation: by 6pm on Tuesday 6th April 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

 

 

 

Masses at 6.30pm, Saturday 10th  and  9.30am, Sunday 11th April 

 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 5th April 

: closes 9am Friday 9th April 

Confirmation: by 6pm on Friday 9th April 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 

………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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