
                      25th April 2021  

My dear friends 

Sunday 25th April is the 4th Sunday of Easter. It is traditionally called Good Shepherd Sunday, because in 

each year of the liturgical cycle (A, B or C) the Gospel is always taken from Chapter 10  of John’s gospel 

where Jesus describes himself as the Good Shepherd. For this year-Year B- the Gospel is 10: 11-18. 

For me personally, the image of Jesus as our Good Shepherd is so comforting, and I believe that that image 

also appeals to many many people. This Sunday we are invited to put our trust in our Good Shepherd, the 

one who gave his life for us.  

Jesus says: ‘I am the Good Shepherd: The Good Shepherd is the one who lays down his life for his sheep.’ 

Jesus is not like the hired man in the gospel who abandons the sheep and runs away at the first sign of  

danger. No, he is utterly trustworthy, and he remained faithful to us, even unto death. 

I think in our modern urban society we do not really understand the kind of relationship the shepherd had 

with his sheep. Jesus spoke a language and used words, images, and symbols that his listeners understood 

and appreciated.  

All sheep tend to look the same to us. However, in the time of Jesus, everybody understood that the    

shepherd really knew his sheep intimately. He treated his flock as individuals. He really did know each one 

of them. He would have acquired a capacity to ‘read’ them, so he would have picked up instinctively if they 

were hungry or thirsty, if they were afraid of predators, if they were sickly... the shepherd loved and cared 

for his sheep and they trusted him implicitly. What is more,  they recognised his voice. If they failed to    

recognise his voice they would have wandered into danger and certain doom. They listened for his voice 

and they felt secure and safe. 

That rich and ancient symbolism of the shepherd and the sheep has so much to say to us today. Jesus is 

telling us that he, the Good Shepherd, has a personal relationship with each one of his flock, that is, with 

each one of us. 

How important it is for us to know that there is someone who understands our fears and anxieties, who 

knows us through and through and accepts us as we are. How important it is for us to know that there is 

someone that we can rely on in the midst of life’s uncertainties and troubles.  

Jesus continues: ‘I know my own and my own know me just as the Father knows me and I know the      

Father.’ Jesus’ knowledge of each one of us reflects the close relationship between the Father and the Son. 

To know in this context means to love deeply. We cannot grasp the incredible relationship of love that is 

shared between the Father, the Son, and the Spirit and yet Jesus is reminding us that this is the same love 

that he has towards us. 

This Gospel tells  us that the Good Shepherd loves each one of us with an everlasting, steadfast love. We 

are reassured that he will be with us always, no matter what we must face in our lives.  



I have always really liked the words of this children’s hymn- I share the refrain with you now. 

Do you know your shepherd’s voice, are you listening with your heart? 

Have you stopped to hear him calling, felt the peace his words impart? 

As the world shouts out its orders that are easiest to hear, 

Won’t you draw away and listen to your shepherd standing near? 

Link to the song if you want to listen to it: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6st6_b6XwcA  

I think sometimes we are just too busy to hear his voice and to hear his words of love, comfort and          

reassurance. I would like to encourage us all just to draw away and spend some time this week listening to 

our shepherd’s voice. We might find a quiet place in our house or our garden or perhaps as we go for a 

walk. Just a short time to be alone with Jesus, our Good Shepherd and to feel his peace in our hearts. 

May God bless you all this week. 

Fr Lijo 

 

W e e k l y  N o t i c e s  
The 4th Sunday of Easter, Good Shepherd Sunday, is also marked as the World Day of Prayer for             

Vocations. By our Baptism each one of us is called and chosen by the Lord to use our gifts and talents for 

His service. Today the Church asks us all to pray very specially for vocations to the Priesthood, the             

Diaconate, and the Religious Life. Perhaps you might like to pray this prayer today. (It is adapted from the 

Message of Pope Francis on the 51st World Day of Prayer for Vocations.) 

 

Lord, we humbly beseech you to 

BLESS young people with the gift of courage to respond to your call. 

Open their hearts to great ideals, to great things. 

 

 INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and giving— 

for vocations blossom in the  

good soil of faithful people. 

 

INSTILL those in religious life, parish  

ministries, and families with the confidence  

and grace to invite others to embrace  

the bold and noble path of a life  

consecrated to you. 

 

UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament, 

so that we may cooperate  

with you in building your reign of mercy  

and truth, of justice and peace. Amen. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6st6_b6XwcA


Coffee and Company: If you would like to join other parishioners for a chat just follow the link below on 

Tuesday April 27th. Join Zoom Meeting. Meeting ID: 440 321 8376   Passcode: 9z1Umi 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4403218376?pwd=R0dGT2VYR1ZqTW96STRFeTdLcGxQQT09  
 

Easter Clearance Bazaar: Following the reorganising of Ker Anna, Walsingham Hall and the Club Room 

there will be an opportunity for parishioners to view all the unwanted items in the Walsingham Hall this 

Sunday 25th April following the 9:30 Mass until 11am.  Items include religious articles and pictures;           

children’s games and toys; a wide selection of books; craft items; a selection of household items; as well as 

the chairs and small tables from Ker Maria.  Donations will be gratefully received. 
 

Date for the Diary - Saturday June 5th. Parish Cafod Walk in aid of Walk for Water. Please reserve this 

date! More details later.  
 

 

Diocesan Summer Webinar: Divine Renovation week 2 Rebuild my house. Monday 26th April, 7.30pm.  

Reflecting on the challenges of parish life, and what some practical responses might be.  With Fr David 

Boyd, parish priest of St Bernadette’s parish, Erskine, Paisley.  You can find out more and register here, 

https://readalong_divine_renovation.eventbrite.co.uk. 
 

Catholic Basics - an engaging introduction to the Catholic faith offered in four parts: God, The Church, The 

Moral Life, Prayer. Monday evening Zoom presentations from 7pm to 8:30pm on June 7, June 14, June 21, 

June 28 2021. There is a £20 cost for the course pack of four texts. For more information and booking,    

contact  Ann Collon at admin@nores.org.uk or call 01582 723312.  
 

Princes Risborough Food Cupboard: Thank you all so much for your generous donations.  Donations may 

be made to St Mary’s Church Bell Tower, 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays, or in the trolley 

at the entrance to Tesco’s at any time they’re open. Things we could do with more of: Tins of baked beans, 

Tins of fish, Tins of tomatoes, Tins or jars of pasta sauce or curry sauce, Tins of fruit, Tins of rice pudding, 

Tins or cartons of custard, Long-life dairy milk (UHT), Packets of cereal, Jars of jam, Packets of biscuits, 

Things we have plenty of, so don’t need any more at the moment: Tins of potatoes, Tins of mushy and 

marrowfat peas.  

The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st -teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    

Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006)  

F O U R T H  S U N D A Y   O F  E A S T E R  

Saturday 24th April     6: 30 pm Marie Pennell, Int.   

Sunday 25th April    9: 30 am  Veda Conyers, RIP.   

Monday 26th April    Private Mass  Jane Bacon, RIP.  Feria 

Tuesday 27th April    Private Mass   Feria 

Wednesday 28th April    10: 00 am  Desmond Digan, RIP.  Feria 

Thursday 29th April    Private Mass  The People of the Parish St Catherine of Siena 

Friday 30th April    Private Mass  Cedric Fletcher-Randall, FM.   

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4403218376?pwd=R0dGT2VYR1ZqTW96STRFeTdLcGxQQT09
https://readalong_divine_renovation.eventbrite.co.uk
mailto:admin@nores.org.uk
http://www.st-teresas.org.uk


 

 

MASS BOOKINGS: Wed 28th
 
April and Sat/Sun 1st/2nd May 2021 

 

 

Please: do wear masks - do not come if shielding, symptomatic or self-isolating. 

At this time, there is no obligation to attend. 

 

 

N.B. If a weekend Mass is oversubscribed, we will give priority to those emerging from 

shielding, 1st Communion children, and those who cannot come to Mass on Wednesdays. 

……………………………………………………………………. 
 
 

For each booking: Names, which Mass, number of Seats and PHONE number. 

……………………………………………………………………….. 

 

10am Mass on Wednesday 28
th

 April 
 

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 24th April 

: closes 9am Tuesday 27th April 

Confirmation: by 6pm on Tuesday 27th April 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

…………………………………………….. 

 

 

Masses at 6.30pm, Saturday 1st  and  9.30am, Sunday 2nd May 
 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 26th April 

: closes 9am Friday 30th April   

Confirmation: by 6pm on Friday 30th April 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 

………………………………………………………………………………….. 

mailto:stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com
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