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My dear parishioners 

As I sit down to write this week’s newsletter, the news concerning the Covid 19 pandemic 

around the world is not very positive. There have been more than 36.3 million cases 

around the world and more than 1.06 million deaths caused by the virus. Many countries 

are now battling to control increasing infection rates, including the UK. And of course, our 

economy is struggling. It can all seem very confusing and frightening. 

 

Before writing a few thoughts on this Sunday’s gospel, I just felt that the Responsorial 

Psalm for Sunday – 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time- might offer us some words of comfort 

and peace. It is Psalm 23, which is so familiar to us. ‘The Lord is my shepherd, there is 

nothing I shall want’. 

This psalm reminds us that God does really care for all of us and we must hold fast to this 

comforting thought in these troubling times. Even if sometimes we might wonder where 

God is in this distressing pandemic, let’s hold on to the words of the psalm: 

Though I walk in the valley of darkness 

No evil shall I fear. 

You are there with your crook and your staff. 

With these you give me comfort. 

 

However, I want to write few words about this Sunday’s gospel- yet another parable from 

Matthew’s gospel, chapter 22, verses 1-14. When we first read this parable, it seems a 

very strange story. In fact, is a bit outrageous and even shocking. All those who received 

the wedding invitation refused to come, even though it was the greatest honour a king 

could confer on his subjects. More than that, they treated the messengers very badly. 
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Of course, we are not meant to take this parable literally. To hear it and to conclude that 

God is an angry king who, if he does not get his own way, destroys his own people, does 

not at all fit with the God revealed by Jesus in all the 4 gospels- a God of tenderness and 

love, gentleness and compassion. 

 

It could be that Jesus is trying to shock us. The Kingdom of Heaven is not according to our 

standards. God’s kingdom is open to all- even to those who to us seem unworthy. But 

God’s mercy and goodness reaches to everyone- there is no distinction. The important 

question here is- Can I be like God? Or do I judge some people very harshly? Are there 

some people that I exclude from my circle of friends/acquaintances because they are 

different to me or I don’t like them? 

 

And what about God’s judgement? I think we get nervous and a bit afraid when we think 

about the judgement of God. But our God is not an angry, harsh God. As I said before, He 

is gentle, loving, merciful and kind.  God’s judgement is one of grace, acceptance and 

invitation. Yes, God invites us to come into his Kingdom of love and peace and we just 

have to accept. We are free to say ‘yes’ or ‘no’ to enter the Kingdom of God. The invitation 

is really to aim at becoming a good person – to aim at becoming like Jesus, to put on his 

mind and his heart. We are not perfect- of course we will fail at times. We just need to 

pick ourselves up and start again.  God is infinitely merciful and patient with us- we must 

never forget that. Let us be merciful and patient with ourselves and with other people.  

 

What about the person who is thrown out because he does not have the correct wedding 

garment? That seems a bit over the top as well- after all, they were all invited in and there 

would have been many who were with unsuitable garment. Is it not a bit unfair to pick on 

one person? Maybe Jesus is just telling us that we need to try to dress in the clothes of a 

more loving, kind and gentle person and shake of the rags of self-centredness and 

harshness. We are given a new garment in Baptism and reminded that we must bring this 

garment unstained into everlasting life! 
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All in all, perhaps we can just remember that no one in the story has done anything to 

earn or deserve an invitation. It’s the same for us. God’s invitation is a call of Grace - a 

pure gift out of love. He just loves us and he always will because He is Love. We can’t do 

anything to earn or deserve a place in that Kingdom of Love. We are just invited. 

Acceptance of this pure gift calls for certain responsibility of putting on the clothes of love, 

compassion, gentleness and mercy.  

 
 

Stay safe this week. Be sure you are all in my prayers every day. May God bless you all. 

Fr Lijo 

 

CAFOD’s Family Fast Day: 10/11 Oct our parish is marking CAFOD’s Family Fast Day to 

help people facing the worst of the coronavirus crisis. We’ve all felt the impact of this 

terrible disease – let’s come together to help the poorest and most vulnerable people in 

the world survive, rebuild and heal. Please pray for all those affected.  You can donate: 

online at cafod.org.uk/give or using one of the envelopes at the back of the church. 

 

The parish walk for CAFOD has so far raised £3,250.  This is a wonderful sum and the 

walkers would like to say a very big thank you to all those who sponsored us, as well as 

the many parishioners who supported and encouraged the group with their prayers and 

good wishes.  Many thanks also to the drivers who ensured we were in the correct place 

each morning to start the walk as well as collecting us at the end of the day. 

 

Princes Risborough Food Cupboard: Donations to St Mary’s Church Bell Tower, 10.00a.m. 

to 1.00p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Things we could do with more of: Tins of peas (garden, not mushy or marrowfat), Tins of 

sweetcorn, Tins of other vegetables, Tins of soup, Tins of tomatoes, Packets of rice, Tins 

or cartons of custard, Long-life dairy milk (UHT), Packets of tea (preferably 80 bags), Jars 

or packets of coffee, Jars of jam, Fruit squash, Used carrier bags (we recycle them) 

Things we have plenty of, so don’t need any more at the moment: Tins of potatoes, Tins 

of mushy and marrowfat peas, Egg boxes (empty) 
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Bookings for Mass: Wed 14th October and Sat/Sun 17th/18th October 2020 

 

General points: (Reminder: we only take bookings one week at a time) 

Please do wear masks to Mass. 

Please do not come to Mass if you have symptoms or if you are self-isolating. 

When any Mass is over-subscribed, ‘new’ bookers take priority and others may be 

offered a different Mass if there is room.                                                   

You will receive confirmation on the day specified.  

 

HOW TO BOOK 
 

EACH TIME you book, please give:    Full name(s) – individual, household or bubble;   

number of seats required;    which Mass;   and: 

***N.B. - *phone number*. We need your number *each time.*** 

 

  Please keep to the following timetable:

For Mass at 10am on Wednesday 14th October:

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 10th October    

              : closes 9am Tuesday 13th October 

Confirmation: on Tuesday 13th October by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone)

 

For Masses: 6.30pm Saturday 17th or 8am or 10am Sunday 18th October: 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 12th October    

              : closes 6pm Thursday 15th October 

Confirmation: on Friday 16th October by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 


