
                      25th July 2021  

My dear friends  

Our Gospel for this Sunday, the 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time is taken from John’s Gospel, chapter 6:1-15. 

Though most of the lectionary readings in Year B are taken from the Gospel of Mark, for the next few 

weeks we leave Mark and focus on John’s Gospel. 

The Gospel tells the story of the miracle of the loaves and fish. It is the only miracle story that appears in all 

four Gospels. We know the story so well that sometimes we are in danger of glossing it over and not paying 

attention anymore. 

A large crowd has followed Jesus, crying out for his love and his help, and he does not let them down, for 

he cures all who are sick. But now they have another need. They are hungry and need food. Jesus asks the 

disciples: ‘Where can we buy some bread for these people to eat?’ It is a challenging question and the  

disciples are perplexed. They are in an impossible situation. The problem is that they do not have enough 

money to buy food and they do not have enough food to share. (All they have is five barley loaves and two 

fish). ‘What is that among so many?’ asks Andrew. 

Jesus and his disciples see the same crowd, but they respond differently. The disciples focus on the          

resources at hand which are never going to be enough. Jesus, overflowing with compassion for this crowd, 

focuses on the resources within himself. He opens his loving compassionate heart to the needs of the 

crowd and miraculously there is food to overflowing- in fact, there are twelve hampers filled with left over 

scraps. He performs this miracle out of love and compassion for the crowd. 

What has this story to say to us today? Perhaps if you are like me, you sometimes dwell on your                

inadequacies, your lack of experience for a task, the smallness of what you have to offer. I think that      

happens to us all at some point. This Gospel story starts with inadequacy and need but just look how it 

ends. Let us bring all our inadequacies and needs to the compassionate heart of Jesus. Just as he saw what 

the crowd needed, he will know and understand what we need to be more whole. He will give us the 

strength to face all the difficulties, stresses and worries that our ordinary everyday lives throw at us. He will 

give us all we need to follow him, our Shepherd and our friend, to have his heart and his mind so that in 

our ordinary everyday living we can reach out to others and touch them with his love and peace. There will 

always be enough when we trust in him. 

There is another aspect to this Gospel passage that I just want to briefly highlight. This account of the   

feeding of the five thousand from John underlines the connection with the mystery of the Eucharist. Notice 

the words Jesus uses over the five loaves and two fish. ‘Then Jesus took the loaves, gave thanks, and gave 

them out to all who were sitting ready; he then did the same with the fish, giving out as much as was 

wanted.’ 



We hear these words (although slightly differently) at the celebration of the Eucharist each time we go to 

mass. And almost immediately after this passage, John includes Jesus’ teaching about the Eucharist (John 6: 

25-59), which will be next Sunday’s Gospel. But more about the riches of the Eucharist next week! 

Notice also that at the end of the passage the people want to make Jesus king? Why would that be?        

Because of the miracles he has worked, no doubt, but it could also be because they love him and they want 

him to be close to them. They want to keep him as their Leader and Saviour. It makes me think how blessed 

we are because Jesus is so close and near to us, always- He is our Leader, our Saviour, our King. But         

perhaps best of all he is our most trusted friend.  

May God bless you all.    

Fr Lijo 

 
 

W e e k l y  N o t i c e s  
 

Self-isolating – Second time!: I have received a self-isolation alert by the NHS Test and Trace and so in line 

with Government regulations I must self-isolate until Wednesday 28th July. The rules are very clear and I 

need to follow them. This means that there will be no public mass until Thursday 29th July. 

I am feeling fine and have no symptoms. The Rapid Lateral Flow Test that I took at home was negative and I 

have had a PCR test this afternoon and am waiting for the results.  

I will continue to say my daily mass and prayers, but privately. Be sure that I will remember you all very 

specially. Looking forward to seeing you on Thursday 29th July! 

 

World Day for grandparents and the elderly: Pope Francis has designated Sunday 25th July to be the first 

World Day for grandparents and the elderly. This is a beautiful opportunity for all of us to pray for our 

grandparents and for all the elderly in our parish community and perhaps to reach out to those who are 

feeling lonely or isolated. Pope Francis has written a most beautiful message to grandparents and the     

elderly for this special day. Here are the opening lines.  

“I am with you always” (Mt 28:20): this is the promise the Lord made to his disciples before he ascended 

into heaven. They are the words that he repeats to you today, dear grandfathers and grandmothers, dear 

elderly friends. “I am with you always” are also the words that I, as Bishop of Rome and an elderly person 

like yourselves, would like to address to you on this first World Day of Grandparents and the Elderly. The 

whole Church is close to you – to us – and cares about you, loves you and does not want to leave you alone. 

I encourage you all to read and reflect on this lovely message from our Holy Father. Just click on the link 

below.  

https://slmedia.org/blog/pope-francis-message-for-the-1st-world-day-for-grandparents-and-the-elderly 

 

Coffee and Company: With the easing of restrictions we are now able to meet again in the Club Room each 

Tuesday after Mass. 

 

https://slmedia.org/blog/pope-francis-message-for-the-1st-world-day-for-grandparents-and-the-elderly


Parish Party: A big thank you to all those who attended the meeting to plan for the Parish Party, which will 

be held on August 15th.  There was great enthusiasm and commitment from everyone.  The party will begin 

at 11:45 as Mass will be at 11:00 that day.  We will continue to follow COVID restrictions so lunch will be a 

simple BBQ followed by a Tesco ice cream!  Wine and soft drinks will be provided.  There will be lots of fun 

activities for the young people as well as the usual, not to be missed, Catholic raffle and donation bowls!  In 

order to help with the catering would you please sign the form in the Narthex or email Fr Lijo on            

presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk.  We do hope you will be able to join in this celebration as we mark our first 

gathering as St Teresa’s Community.  It will be a fun and memorable occasion. 

 

Teaching Assistant: St Edward's Catholic Junior School are currently recruiting for a Teaching Assistant to 

work term time only with 7-11 year olds. This is an exciting opportunity to make a difference with our 

young people. For further information please call the school office on 01296 424544 to speak to Mrs Keeler 

or email office@stedward.bucks.sch.uk 

 

Interesting Courses via Zoom 

For Ministers of the Word and Eucharistic Ministers. The Diocesan Liturgical Formation Team is organising 

formation courses for new and continuing Ministers of the Word and Eucharistic Ministers on the on the 

following dates.  

 Readers: Wednesdays 22, 29 September & 6 October 7:30 – 8:30pm  

 Eucharistic Ministers: Wednesdays 3, 10 & 17 November 7:30 – 8:30pm 

There is no charge but there will be the opportunity to make a donation. If you would like to follow one of 

these courses, you need to book your place in advance: Phone 01582 723312 (ext 1) or email                    

admin@nores.org.uk. You can find more information on the poster at the back of the church. 

 

Are you interested in Liturgy? The Society of St Gregory is offering a course for people who want to learn 

more about Catholic Liturgy. There are six modules and the cost is £175. If you would like more                  

information, please click on the link below. https://www.ssg.org.uk/taking-liturgy-seriously/. You can also 

find more information on the poster at the back of the church. 

 

The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    

Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006)  
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Fund raising for Fr Lijo’s home parish of St Mary’s  

in the village of Thermala, North Kerala 

 

Why are we fund-raising? 

Fr Lijo’s home parish is St Mary’s in the village of Thermala, North Kerala. 

When the church was built there were roughly a few dozen Catholic families in Thermala and that 

number continued to grow and grow. Today, in 2021, there are approximately 300 Catholic       

families coming to mass every week. 

Unfortunately, this beautiful church is being demolished for two reasons: 

1) It has many structural weaknesses and so is no longer safe. 

2) It can no longer accommodate the number of people worshipping there. 

 

The parish priest Fr Joji Chakkananikal now celebrates mass in the parish hall.  The parish          

community greatly desires to have a new church built which would be structurally safe and would 

be able to accommodate the growing number of Catholic families in the village. However, they are 

really struggling to find the funds and have to rely heavily on donations.  

 

On hearing about this situation, a group of parishioners felt they would like to support the           

parishioners of St Mary’s in their efforts to fund raise for the new church. This would be just a small 

token of our appreciation for Fr Lijo’s ministry with us here at St. Teresa's.  

 

What do we plan to do? 

We are organising a 4-mile walk (a few stiles but no hills), from Chinnor, on Wednesday 4th         

August.  We will meet in the Church Car Park at 9.30am to share lifts, and the walk will conclude 

with drinks and nibbles in the Presbytery Garden.  For those not walking  please do just come along 

to the Garden for 12.30pm and enjoy the drinks and nibbles with other parishioners. There will be 

a basket available should you wish to give a donation. This is a wonderful opportunity to rebuild 

our community after the events of the last year, as well as showing solidarity with the people of 

the village of Thermala, in Kerala. If you’d like to join the walk, please sign the form in the Narthex.  



 

We are really looking forward to welcoming you all to walk with us on Wednesday 4th August 

(9.30 am in the Church Car Park to share lifts to Chinnor) and to join us for drinks and nibbles at 

12.30pm in the Presbytery Garden. It will be a lovely event for our parish community so please 

put the date in your diary. 

A personal word from Fr Lijo...  

Can I just explain to you how much this church means to me? It is the church where I was 

baptised. My earliest memories are of being taken to that church by my grandparents and 

my parents and saying my prayers with them. 

I attended Sunday school classes there and learned about the Catholic Faith.  

I made my First Confession and First Holy Communion in that lovely church, and I was      

confirmed at the age of 12. 

It is also very very special to me and to my family because I was ordained there in 2010, a 

day we will never forget. 

 

When I returned home on holiday, I used to always celebrate daily mass in St Marys and 

spend time there in prayer. When I returned home in February 2020 the church was in the 

process of being demolished and I had to celebrate my mass in the parish hall. 

 

The parish priest, Fr Joji, and the parish community have all shared with me their great      

desire to have a new church and so be able to celebrate mass, and to praise and worship 

God in a sacred place once more. I would appreciate it so much if you could participate in 

this fund-raising initiative and I know that the parishioners of my home village would also be 

very grateful. You can be very sure that any money raised would go to this project. 

 

I want to say a huge thank you to the little fund-raising group for their wonderful idea. I 

think it is a lovely way for us to build a stronger community, which is extremely important 

after the ravages of the Covid 19 lockdown.  



 

 

MASS BOOKINGS: 

For all Masses: do not come if shielding, symptomatic or self-isolating. 

 

Weekdays (Monday -Friday)  

From now on there is no need to book for Weekday Masses 

Please just come along – but, in order to take care of one another, 

please continue to wear a mask; use the hand gel; and: 

sit at an appropriate distance from others in church. 

 

 

  

 

 

    

  

     
 

 
 

   

   

  

   

 

 
 

S E V E N T E E N T H  S U N D A Y  O F  T H E  Y E A R   

Saturday 24th July Private Mass  Cathal Daly, Int.  

Sunday 25th July Private Mass  Terri Byrne, RIP.   

Monday 26th July Private Mass  The People of the Parish SS Joachim & Anne 

Tuesday 27th July Private Mass  Vincent Chettle, FM Feria 

Wednesday 28th July  Private Mass  James Bowe, FM Feria 

Thursday 29th July 10: 00 am  Joan O’Connor, FM St Martha 

Friday 30th July 10: 00 am  Tony Chettle, FM Feria 

Masses on Saturday 31st July & Sunday 1st August 2021

  Given the much larger numbers attending Weekend Masses,

  we will, for the moment, continue to use the booking system.

  Please: do wear masks -

**Distance between individuals or groups in church is 1 metre + (2 seats)**

When booking: Names, which Mass, number of Seats and PHONE number.

  ………………………………………………………………………..

Masses at 6.30pm, Saturday 31st July and  9.30am, Sunday 1st August

  Booking: opens 9am Monday 26th July

  : closes 9am Friday 30th July

  Confirmation: on Friday 30th July by 6pm

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone)
…………………………………………………………………………………..
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