
  

 

              6 th  De cem ber  2 02 0   

My dear friends 

It is so wonderful to finally be able to celebrate public masses again and especially in this most beautiful 

season of Advent. This week we will light two candles on our wreath. The candle of hope (from last week) 

and the candle of peace. I think all of us long for peace. Sometimes when we look at our world and we see 

wars, violence, fighting. We wonder will there ever be peace? 

But I think the Advent candle of peace refers to an inner peace that only Jesus can give us.  Sometimes our 

outward circumstances seem impossible, especially in this time of pandemic.  We are now in this Tier       

system, trying our best to keep ourselves and others safe, hoping we can spend Christmas with our loved 

ones. When will our lives return to normal? That is not yet clear. Our inner peace can only come from our 

relationship with Jesus. Knowing that he loves us and cares for us and will never let us down. Pope Francis 

expressed that thought really well last Sunday, during the Angelus. “The Lord never abandons us; He         

accompanies us through the events of our lives to help us discover the meaning of the journey, the meaning 

of everyday life, to give us courage when we are under duress or when we suffer. In the midst of life’s 

storms, God always extends His hand to us and frees us from threats.”  When we hold on to the hand of the 

Lord, we are drawn into this inner peace. 

The readings for this Sunday are very beautiful and I would invite you to take some time just to read them 

and ponder them quietly. In the Gospel (Mark 1:1-8) we are invited to reflect on the role of John the Baptist, 

who prepared the way for Jesus and the salvation he would bring us. ‘Look, I am going to send my           

messenger before you; he will prepare your way. A voice cries in the wilderness: prepare a way for the Lord, 

make his paths straight.’ We too are called to prepare a way for the Lord. We too like John the Baptist are 

messengers in service to him who is greater than we are, instruments of 

change in our world. ‘Someone is following me, someone who is more        

powerful than I am, and I am not fit to kneel down and undo the strap of his 

sandals.’ But I think we can only be his messengers in so far as we have this 

inner peace- this sense of holding tight to his hand, knowing that he is      

holding us tight and will never ever let go.  

I wonder what road mending we need to do in our own hearts in order to 

make the path straight and prepare for his coming?   What do we need to  

repair? There are surely parts of our lives that need straightening. What do 

we need to hand over to him in the secret silence of our hearts? As I said last 

week, let us ask him to gently take all our hurts and disappointments and   

sorrows into his healing embrace. It is only in receiving his healing touch that we can discover this inner 

peace. I remain convinced that the more we prepare a way for him in our own hearts, and allow him into 



  

 

our secret space, the more we will be able to reach out to others and bring his light and joy to them. 

John proclaimed a baptism of repentance. Many people were touched to 

the core by what he said and changed their lives accordingly. That is the 

challenge for us this Advent. To change our lives. Let us try to repair the 

roads of our hearts and so be ready to welcome him whenever he might 

come and in whatever way. Perhaps we could say this little prayer often  

during the day, ‘Come, Lord Jesus. Come into my heart. Heal my           

woundedness and brokenness. Touch me with the gentle touch of your     

loving presence. Whisper words of love and comfort into my anguish and 

sorrow. Assure me again and again of how much you love me and of how 

close you are to me.’ 

I look forward to welcoming some of you to the masses for the second Sunday of Advent. If you are unable 

to be present, please be assured that I will be thinking of you and praying for you. 

Please keep safe this week.     May God bless you all 

Fr Lijo. 

Important     News  

Change of Sunday Mass Time: Some of you may already know that Fr John Fleming from the Guardian  

Angels Parish is retiring very soon. As there is a real shortage of priests in the diocese, there is no one to   

replace him. Bishop David asked me if I would accept to look after this small community and say mass for 

them every Sunday at 11. 00am.  In order to allow me enough time to arrive there and prepare for the mass, 

it means moving our 10.00am mass to 9.30am.  

I am very sorry about this and I do know that it will mean a big change for many of you.   

I am sure you can understand how important it is for the little community of the      

Guardian Angels to keep at least one of their    Sunday masses and to be able to continue 

as a parish community for as long as possible.  

So from Sunday 6th December onwards, our Sunday masses will be at 8.00am and 9.30 am. 

 

Christmas Masses: There will be five Christmas masses this year. Deacon Sean and 

I would be really grateful if you could already book your place for the one you 

would like to attend. As I am sure you will understand, it will take quite a bit of time 

and hard work to ensure that it all runs as smoothly as possible. I am really grateful 

to Deacon Sean for organising all of this.  You will find the times and the booking       

instructions at the end of this newsletter.  
 

Christmas Cards: As I mentioned a few weeks ago, we are not able this year to sell the 

usual Christmas cards from Aid to the Church in Need and Traidcraft in the Narthex.            

I know that many people also leave Christmas cards in the pigeonholes at the back of the 

church. This is a very lovely custom. However, I am really sorry but it will not be possible 

this year because we have to comply with the Governments very strict safety regulations. 

We must do all we can to keep everybody safe in St Teresa’s Church. Thank you for your 

cooperation and understanding. 



  

 

St Teresa’s Travelling Crib – An Online Journey, Christmas 2020: This year the travelling 

Crib we move from house to house via the internet.  We have weekly dial in sessions on 

Zoom where the crib can be ‘brought’ to you and others. These will be held on the           

following days:  Sunday 6 December at 12am,           Saturday 12 December at 12am,    

Wednesday 16 December at 7.30pm,        Thursday 24 December at 1pm Each session offers a chance to 

reflect on the Holy Family’s journey and chat and will last 30 minutes.  If you would like to be part of the 

journey, host a session or just get more information, please contact Paul and Maru O’Neill on                  

wethepoms@gmail.com or telephone 01844 291321. You don’t need to have Zoom on your computer to 

take part, but will need a computer and internet connection.   

Christmas Carol Sing-along Monday, 21st December at 7pm - Zoom 

along and join in a Parish singsong of all the old favourites - bring your 

own mince pies and whatever it takes to wet your whistle - shepherd and 

angel-dress optional. Drop Dcn Seán an email for the Zoom link, 

to: duffyseanm@hotmail.co.uk  If you can play an instrument that we 

can sing-along to, all the merrier - just let Dcn Seán know.   

Waiting in Joyful Hope: Would you appreciate the opportunity to prepare to celebrate Christmas through 

shared reflection on the readings for each Sunday in Advent? There will be a parish Zoom group meeting for 

a maximum of an hour from 7.30pm on Wednesdays 25 November, 2, 9 and 16 December. Email Liz Clark 

on liz.clark4@btopenworld.com to join the group 

Christmas Witness: This year a crib will be set up for the whole of Princes   

Risborough to see. We would like this small gesture to reflect the wonderful 

sense of community that has always characterised St Teresa’s, so your       

contribution is key. Can you lend or donate some of the following? Hay, 

Greenery of any sort, Logs, Boulders/ small rocks, Animals or other Nativity 

figures, A Star, fairy lights, A Christmas tree, Tinsel, baubles, and anything 

else that can help recreate a Nativity scene. The crib will be set up during the weekend of the 19th-

20th December. If you can help in any way, either by giving us ideas, providing suitable items or helping on 

the day, please contact Paul and Maru O’Neill by email (wethepoms@gmail.com) or by phone                

(01844 291321) by no later than Wednesday 16th December.  

St. Teresa's Christmas Challenge:  All parishioners are invited to take part in this exciting 

community challenge, safely raising funds for both the parish and Cafod AND having fun 

along the way! If you click the following link you find all the information you need including 

how you can join in - and how to share your ideas and photos with the parish via St. Teresa's 

website and/or face-book page. https://www.st-teresas.org.uk/christmas-challenge-2020 

 

Invitation from Bishop David: You are invited to join Bishop David on December 7th at 7.00 

pm, by means of live streaming, as he celebrates the Vigil Mass of our Diocesan Patronal, the 

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary. (the Feast Day is on Tuesday December 8th).  

It will be a lovely celebration and we can all be in spiritual communion with our Bishop. The link 

is as follows: https://northamptondiocese.org/live/ 

mailto:wethepoms@gmail.com


  

 

MASS  BOOKINGS  INCLUDING  CHRISTMAS  2020 

 

Please: Do wear Masks – Do not come if symptomatic or self-isolating 

For each booking: Names, which Mass, number of Seats, Phone number  

 

For 10am Mass on Wednesday 9th December 

Booking:  opens 9am Saturday 5th December 

              :  closes 9am Tuesday 8th December 

Confirmation: on Tuesday 8th December by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

 

For 6.30pm Mass on Sat 12th or 8am or **9.30am** Sun 13th December 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 7th December 

              : closes 6pm Thursday 10th December 

Confirmation: on Fr iday 11th December by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS   MASSES  

Booking is starting early so that we can judge how many Masses will be needed.  

 

Christmas Eve:  3pm or 4.30pm or 8pm    or   Christmas Day:  8am or 9am 

Booking:  opens 9am Monday 7th December 

              :  closes 6pm Sunday 20th December 

Confirmation: As soon as possible after  booking 

Email: stteresa.CHRISTMAS.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 125747 (or answerphone) 
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