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NEWSLETTER 27th September2020 
The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk 
Join our Facebook group: St Teresa's Parish Community Princes Risborough 

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    
Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006) 

  
 

My dear parishioners 

As I write this newsletter, I am hoping that you are staying safe. The numbers of cases of 

Covid 19 is rising at an alarming rate, both here in England and worldwide. The best we 

can do is to make sure we are following all the guidelines of the government very carefully 

and not taking any unnecessary risks. 
 

Thank you again to our dedicated team of stewards who clean our church so faithfully 

after each service. It means that our church is as safe as it can be. We are very blessed to 

have such a wonderful team. However, we still need more stewards – If you are at least 

18 but under 70 and do not have underlying medical conditions, please consider 

volunteering – contact Deacon Seán with your availability via email: 

duffyseanm@hotmail.co.uk or by telephone: 01844 343705 

 

Our Gospel for Sunday 27th September, the 26th Sunday in Ordinary time, comes from 

Matthew 21: 28-32. It is yet another parable, often called the parable of the two sons. 

The parable is about a father who tells his first son to go and work in the vineyard. The 

son says he does not want to, but he ends up going and doing what is asked of him. When 

the father tells his second son to go work in the vineyard, he tells him he will go to work. 

The second son later chooses not to work in the vineyard. 
 

Jesus confronts the hypocritical religious leaders of his time by means of this parable. 

They claimed to be doing God’s will but they acted otherwise. As Jesus says, they were 

sent a message by John the Baptist but they refused to believe and change their ways. On 

the other hand, the tax collectors and prostitutes, the most rejected members of the 

society, were perhaps a bit reluctant first but in the end they were open to John’s message 

and changed their ways. The meaning is clear. The tax-collectors and prostitutes, the most 

despised, will enter the kingdom of God before the chief priests and elders- the religious 

leaders. 

http://www.st-teresas.org.uk/
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But what is the message of the parable for us today? I think the simple meaning is: Don’t 

be like the second son. Don’t be like the religious leaders. The second son sounds good 

but he does not keep his promises. Are we like the second son? Are we ‘unreliable’? Do 

we claim to be holy and religious and doing God’s will but then fail to put our words into 

actions?  Or are we more like the first son? We might hesitate sometimes, or maybe 

grumble a bit, but in the end it is our actions that show our goodness and commitment to 

doing God’s will. 
 

I suspect that there is a bit of both sons in all of us. Sometimes we don’t keep our promises 

and we turn our back on God and sometimes we put our words into actions and try to do 

what Jesus would want us do. There is a line from the second reading of today (Philippians 

2: 1-11) that I really love. ‘In your minds you must be the same as Christ Jesus.’ Let’s try 

to be like him. Let’s try to show how much we love him by doing all that we can to help 

others.  No gesture is too small- a smile, a phone call, a visit, listening to someone, doing 

a bit of shopping for someone. And if we are sometimes like the second son, let us also 

remember that we just need to turn again to the Lord and ask for his forgiveness and 

mercy- and start again. 
 

‘Remember your mercy, Lord, and the love you have shown from of old’ (from this week’s 

psalm: Psalm 24). We won’t ever be turned away, we will always be accepted and forgiven 

because we are loved so much – to know and understand this is so consoling and 

encouraging. Perhaps we could make the first verse of the responsorial psalm our prayer 

for this week. 

Lord, make me know your ways. 

Lord, teach me your paths. 

Make me walk in your truth, and teach me: 

for you are God my saviour. 

Let us ask the Lord to show us what he wants us to do in order to be like him, to have his 

heart and mind. 
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Some important announcements for the coming week… 
 

Thursday 1st October 

Feast of St Thérèse of Lisieux. 

How shall we celebrate our Feast Day? 

We have always celebrated our special Feast Day at the weekend masses closest to the 

1st October. In the past this has been such a beautiful weekend, with special masses, the 

blessing of roses and then a lovely family gathering of all the parish with a delicious BBQ. 

I found it such a warm uplifting event last year. 
 

Unfortunately, this year it is clear that we will not be able to celebrate our parish feast in 

the same way. Due to the restrictions caused by the Covid 19 pandemic we will not be 

able to gather together after the masses for our customary BBQ and of course our 

numbers at mass are still severely restricted.  
 

However, we can still honour and celebrate the Feast Day. The 3 masses of next weekend- 

3rd and 4th October- will be special masses of St Thérèse. This year the parish will buy the 

roses.  They will be blessed during the special celebration and you will be invited to take 

one as you leave the church at the end of the mass.  
 

I know we will all miss our usual parish celebrations but I am absolutely sure that St 

Thérèse will still shower us with roses from heaven. As she said “I will spend my heaven 

doing good on earth. I will let fall a shower of roses.” So let us confidently share all our 

difficulties, worries and needs with her and ask her to intercede for us.  

I look forward to welcoming as many of you who can come to the masses next weekend. 

Stay safe. May God bless you all. 
 

Fr Lijo 

 

Special Collection- Peter’s Pence: The special collection for Peter’s Pence will be taken on 

the weekend of the 4th October. This is a world-wide collection to support the charitable 

causes of Pope Francis. It is a gesture of solidarity with Our holy Father as the money that 

is raised will be given on his behalf  to dioceses and religious communities in particularly 

poor and needy parts of the world. Special baskets will be placed at the back of the church 
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if you wish to contribute to this collection. You can also leave your donation at the 

presbytery. 

CAFOD Walk: A group of parishioners set off on Monday 21st to begin the sponsored walk 

for CAFOD; we should, hopefully, complete the 85kms on the 25th. A big thank you from 

all those who have participated in the walk for your prayers and very generous donations. 

If you would still like to sponsor us in helping those suffering from extreme poverty and 

the pandemic, please go to: https://justgiving.com/fundraising/cecilia-sparkes-anne-

harding. Alternatively cash or cheques, in an envelope marked ‘CAFOD’ may be left at the 

presbytery. Thank you very much.    Anne Harding 
 

Churches Together Food Bank: Churches Together in Princes Risborough runs a food 

cupboard for families in need of help. Before the pandemic there were a regular 18 

families in need of our support, now there are 80 families and the number may well rise.  

The food cupboard runs from St Mary’s Church and they take donations of tinned and 

dried food, plus cleaning and personal hygiene products, at St Mary’s Church Bell Tower 

on Wednesdays and Fridays between 10am and 1pm.  You will also find a trolley in Tesco 

store every day into which you can drop a donation if you are shopping there. If you are 

able to support this local effort the organisers will be truly grateful. Should you be able to 

volunteer help with packing donations please let the organisers at St Mary’s know.  Betty 

Cresswell 
 

CAFOD’s Family Fast Day: 10/11 Oct our parish is marking CAFOD’s Family Fast Day to 

help people facing the worst of the coronavirus crisis. We’ve all felt the impact of this 

terrible disease – let’s come together to help the poorest and most vulnerable people in 

the world survive, rebuild and heal. Please pray for all those affected.  You can donate: 

online at cafod.org.uk/give or using one of the envelopes at the back of the church.  

Bucks Historic Churches Ride and Stride: 12 people had a beautiful walk around 

Horsenden, Bledlow and Saunderton and 1enthusiastic person then went on to Monks 

Risborough and Kimble! We would like to thank everyone for their support, we've raised 

£300 which, considering the circumstances this year, we feel was a great success. Many 

thanks. Sue Bolton 

https://justgiving.com/fundraising/cecilia-sparkes-anne-harding
https://justgiving.com/fundraising/cecilia-sparkes-anne-harding
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Bookings for Mass: Wed 30th September and Sat/Sun 3rd/4th October 2020 
 

General points: (Reminder: we only take bookings one week at a time) 

Please do wear masks to Mass. 

Please do not come to Mass if you have Covid-19 symptoms or are self-isolating 

because of contact with someone who has tested positive. 

Please do book for any of the above Masses you would like to attend. In the event of 

over-subscription, ‘new’ bookers will take priority. 

You will receive confirmation on the day specified below.  

 

HOW TO BOOK 

 

EACH TIME you book, please give:    Full name(s) – individual, household or bubble;   

number of seats required;    which Mass;   and: 

N.B. - *phone number.. Please give your number each time. Thank you! 

 

For Mass at 10am on Wednesday 30th September: 

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 26th September     

              : closes 9am Tuesday 29th September 

Confirmation: on Tuesday 29th September by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

 

For Masses: 6.30pm Saturday 3rd or 8am or 10am Sunday 4th October: 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 28th September    

              : closes 6pm Thursday 1st October 

Confirmation: on Friday 2nd October by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 

mailto:stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com
mailto:stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com

