
1 

 

NEWSLETTER 19th July 2020 
The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk 
Join our Facebook group: St Teresa's Parish Community Princes Risborough 

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    
Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006) 

  
 

My dear parishioners 

The good news is that the church will open from next weekend for public acts of 

worship. However, I just want to say that we will not be returning to normal. There will 

be strict limitations on the number of people who can attend mass, because of social 

distancing and good hygiene and track and trace procedures will be in place.  The mass 

will be much shorter, with no singing and no gatherings before or after mass.  

 

The obligation to attend Sunday mass is still suspended and you may wish to attend 

mass during the week, when it is less busy. Please do not feel under any pressure to 

attend mass, especially if you are shielding or in one of the vulnerable categories. We 

need to remember that the virus has not disappeared, even if many of the lockdown 

restrictions are easing. It is our duty to try to keep everybody as safe as possible, so I 

am counting on your cooperation.  

 

I am indebted to Deacon Sean and his team of stewards who have been working so hard 

to make sure the church will be safe for us to open next week. Without their 

commitment and enthusiasm, it would not have been possible.  

 

We are starting gently! Our plan is to have our usual weekend masses i.e. Saturday at 

6.30pm, Sunday at 8.00am and 10.00 am. We would also like to have one weekday mass 

on Wednesday at 10.00am. 

 

But in order to even have 4 masses we need more stewards, I am asking you again to 

please consider if you are able to volunteer. I know there are some restrictions. 

Stewards must be over the age of 18 and under the age of 70. They must have no 

underlying health conditions. 

http://www.st-teresas.org.uk/
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 If you feel you are able to help the parish in this way please contact Deacon Seán Duffy 

on duffyseanm@hotmail.co.uk or give him a ring on 343705. I am afraid that if we do 

not have more stewards we shall have to rethink the number of masses we can offer. 

 

I will be sending a special newsletter out during the course of next week with the 

confirmed times of the masses and the exact procedures we will all have to follow. 

 

Let’s keep in our prayers the different parts of the world experiencing a surge of the 

virus- so many people are suffering. At the time of writing this newsletter there are 14.1 

million confirmed cases and over 608,000 deaths worldwide. These are horrendous 

figures. Proof that the virus is still very much with us. All the more reason that we have 

to take extra precautions when we start to gather again for mass.   

 

The Gospel this week from Matthew is a parable: the parable of the wheat and the 

darnel (Matthew 13: 24-30).  

The gospel challenges the way we think, see, act and live. And I think that this gospel 

challenges us to examine the way we think about and see our world and ourselves and 

it challenges us to act in a certain way. I am sure that we are all familiar with this parable. 

It describes what the Kingdom of heaven is like. The man sows good seed in his field. 

But the enemy comes while everyone is sleeping and sows darnel in the field. So when 

the wheat sprouts the darnel sprouts as well. The owner’s servants want to weed out 

the darnel, but the owner prevents them, because they might pull out the wheat with 

the darnel. Only at harvest time will the darnel be collected and thrown away. 

 

The parable is about the growth of the Kingdom. The life of the wheat seems so difficult 

and at first sight it would be so much easier to remove the darnel and let the wheat 

grow in peace. But the wisdom of God says otherwise. They must grow together and in 

the end God will have the last word. The reality is that our lives and our world are a field 

in which good and evil, life and death, joys and sorrows, that which we want and that 

which we don’t want grow and live side by side. 

mailto:duffyseanm@hotmail.co.uk
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Despite the darnel, the kingdom is still present but it not yet the fullness of the Kingdom. 

The darnel cannot overcome the kingdom. The wheat and the darnel live side by side. 

The growth of the Kingdom is slow with ups and downs. I repeat although we are not 

yet living in the fullness of the kingdom, the kingdom is still here. And that is good news 

for us. 

 

Is there something that we should be doing about the weeds- in our lives and in the 

world?  The parable speaks of a particular weed- zizania- which is darnel or false weed. 

In fact, it is very difficult to differentiate between darnel and wheat, because darnel 

looks like wheat. I think Jesus is asking us to have patience and trust- everything is in his 

hands. The separation between the wheat and the darnel is not that simple- it is not 

clear cut. And it is not up to us make that judgement. Jesus is quite clear about that. 

I think Jesus might be saying ‘Let’s wait until the harvest, but in the meantime let’s work 

and grow together, in love and in harmony.’ 

How patient and kind and loving and compassionate is Jesus. How consoling this is. 

 

But should we then just sit back and do nothing and wait? No, not at all!! On the 

contrary. There is so much work to do in ourselves and in our world. But we need to 

work with patience and loving kindness. The words that are translated as ‘Let them’ in 

the parable can also be translated as ‘Forgive them’. In fact, they are the same words 

that Jesus spoke from the cross ‘Father, forgive them’. What Jesus is asking for is love 

and forgiveness as we work for justice, peace, reconciliation in our world. We are not 

to blame or criticise. We are to love and forgive.  

 

And we accept ourselves as limited and sinful. Instead of beating ourselves up and 

almost despising ourselves when we look at our sinfulness and limitations, we need to 

learn to love and accept ourselves as Jesus does and treat ourselves gently, with love 

and forgiveness, just as Jesus does, appreciating all that is beautiful in the world and in 

our own lives. 
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So, what is the challenge this week? To look on our world, our family, our friends, our 

neighbours with loving kindness. To look with the eyes of Jesus. To accept that he loves 

us all, just as we are. And to rejoice in the all the good that we see around us. 

 

As always, I remember you all when I celebrate my mass and in my daily prayers. May 

God bless you all. 

 

I end with this lovely blessing prayer. 

 

The love of the Lord Jesus 

draw you to himself; 

the power of the Lord Jesus 

strengthen you in his service; 

the joy of the Lord Jesus fill your hearts; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

Fr Lijo 


