
               10th January 2021  

My dear friends 

On Sunday 10th January, we celebrate the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. The Christmas season ends on 

this beautiful Feast. At Christmas we celebrated the mystery of the Incarnation of God. ‘the Word was 

made flesh and dwelt amongst us.’   

Now at his Baptism, Jesus fulfils what was begun at Christmas. The Gospel (Mark 1: 7-11) tells us that Jesus 

is baptised by John the Baptist. ‘It was at this time that Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was     

baptised in the Jordan by John.’ Now, in accepting John’s Baptism, Jesus freely accepts to identify himself 

with us, to become one with us. In doing so, he, who was sinless, unites himself with us all.  

Jesus stands in the queue with all the people, ordinary people like you and me, people who are sinners, 

people with all kinds of problems, difficulties, sufferings. We might imagine that we too are standing in 

that queue. He identifies himself with all of us. He goes down into the waters to meet each one of us at the 

deepest level of our pain and suffering and he offers us healing, comfort, consolation. At His Baptism he 

tells each one of us that he is ready to walk beside each one of us. He understands us.  

As Jesus comes up out of the water, he sees ‘the heavens torn apart and the Spirit, like a dove, descending 

on him.’ and he hears the most beautiful words ‘You are my Son, the Beloved; my favour rests on you.’ He 

receives the Spirit of the Father and his being is flooded with the joy and the love of the Father. It is as if in 

those few moments we too are witnesses to their relationship of love. We are caught up in that love and 

joy that exists between both of them. The Father rejoices in the Son and the Son rejoices in the Father. The 

Father floods the Son with his love and the Son returns that love to the Father. 

Remember the beautiful words from the Prologue of John’s Gospel. ‘No one has ever seen God; it is the 

only Son, who is nearest to the Father’s heart, who has made him known.’ At the Baptism we catch a 

glimpse of that eternal relationship of love and joy.  

But that is not all. Those same words hover over us at our Baptism and remain with us all through our lives. 

We receive the Spirit at our Baptism. The Father rejoices in us- he says to each one of us ‘You are my child, 

my beloved. My favour rests on you.’ These words speak of the love, the tenderness, the fidelity of God. At 

our Baptism we are already, in some way, living eternal life. 

I think this gospel can offer us so much encouragement and consolation in these testing times, when we 

are struggling to make sense of the pandemic – the number of cases, the number of people in intensive 

care, the number of deaths. What does it all mean? When will our lives return to normal? I can’t of course 

answer those questions. And this Gospel does not give us an answer either. This Gospel simply assures us 

that we are not alone. This Gospel assures us that Jesus is with us in all our pain and distress and suffering 

because he has freely gone down into the waters and taken on our human condition, except that he is 



without sin. Our lives are transformed in his Baptism. How wonderful and consoling to know that there is 

Someone who really does know me and understand me. There is Someone who accepts me just as I am, 

who loves me just as I am. There is Someone who is always with me. 

This Gospel also assures us that our eternal life with God has already begun- here and now. So, let us step 

forward into 2021 with courage, trust and confidence in the One who loves us so much. 

I want to end this reflection with the first verse of this Sunday’s Responsorial Psalm; 

Truly God is my salvation 

I trust, I shall not fear. 

For the Lord is my strength, my song, 

He became my Saviour. 

Whenever you feel anxious or afraid in the days ahead, I invite you to repeat those words over and over 

and to place your cares, worries and anxieties into the hands of Jesus and his Father. Allow the peace and 

joy of Christ to flood your being. In the end all will be well. 

As you know, the churches can remain open for public worship during this third national lockdown. But 

there is no obligation to attend Mass. Here in St Teresa’s, we continue to follow very strict guidelines in 

order to ensure that everybody is safe and of course when attending the mass, you must not mingle with 

anyone outside of your household or support bubble. I thank you again for your cooperation. 

I hope you all have a good week. Please do everything you can to stay safe. I want you to know that I    

continue to pray for you all, when I say my mass and in my personal prayers. May God bless you all 

Fr Lijo 

ST. TERESA’S PARISH CHRISTMAS CHALLENGE 2020: Well done and a big ‘THANK YOU’ to all who have 

taken up the challenge to raise funds for our parish and for Cafod, replacing our usual Christmas Fayre due 

to the prevailing restrictions. The challenge is now over, so please don’t forget to share any photos or    

accounts of your challenge on the Parish Community Facebook Page. (Full instructions and links are on the 

Challenge page of the Parish website.) 

Funds raised should please be posted through the Presbytery door by 31st January. Please place cash or 

cheques (payable to St. Teresa’s Catholic Church) in an envelope clearly marked on the outside with 

‘Christmas Challenge’, your name and the amount raised. A brief description of your challenge would be 

welcome.  All money raised will be divided equally between Cafod and our parish. 

Princes Risborough Food Cupboard: Thank you all so much for your generous donations.  Donations may 

be made to St Mary’s Church Bell Tower, 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays, or in the trolley 

at the entrance to Tesco’s at any time they’re open.       Things we could do with more of: Tins of fish, Tins 

or jars of pasta sauce, Packets of rice, Tins of fruit, Tins of rice pudding, Tins or cartons of custard, Long-life 

dairy milk (UHT), Jars or packets of coffee, Jars of jam, Household cleaning products, Toothpaste, Shower 

gel, Shampoo/conditioner.       Things we have plenty of, so don’t need any more at the moment: Tins of 

potatoes, Tins of mushy and marrowfat peas.  

The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    

Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006)  

http://www.st-teresas.org.uk


 

MASS  BOOKINGS  for Wed 13th and Sat/Sun 16th/17th January 2021 
 

Please: Do wear Masks – Do not come if shielding, symptomatic or self-isolating. 

 

Please think carefully – 

about your own vulnerability – and that of others around you – 

before deciding whether to come.  At this time, there is no obligation to attend. 

 

For each booking, we need: Names, which Mass, number of Seats and PHONE number 

 

10am Mass on Wednesday 13th January 
 

Booking: opens: 9am on Saturday 9th January 

: closes: 9am on Tuesday 12th January 

Confirmation: by 6pm on Tuesday 12th January 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

 

Masses at 6.30pm, Saturday 16th and 8am / 9.30am, Sunday 17th January 
 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 11th January 

: closes 9am Friday 15th January 

Confirmation: by 6pm on Friday 15th January 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 

T H E  B A P T I S M  O F  T H E  L O R D   

Saturday 9th January 6: 30 pm Rhona Carrs, Int.  

8: 00 am  Patricia Carty, RIP  
 

Sunday 10th January  
9: 30 am  Stella Amor, Int.   

Monday 11th January  Private Mass  Kathleen Murphy, RIP Weekday of Ordinary Time 

Tuesday 12th January  Private Mass  The People of the Parish Weekday of Ordinary Time 

Wednesday 13th January  10: 00 am  Lois Blackmore, FM Weekday of Ordinary Time 

Thursday 14th January  Private Mass  Edward & Marie Thompson, FM Weekday of Ordinary Time 

Friday 15th January  Private Mass  Edward & Marie Thompson, FM Weekday of Ordinary Time 
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