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NEWSLETTER 1st  November 2020 
The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk 
Join our Facebook group: St Teresa's Parish Community Princes Risborough 

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    
Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006) 

  

My dear parishioners 

As I sit down to write this newsletter, it really looks as if the virus is spiralling out of control, 

especially in Europe. Governments are frantically trying to put new restrictions into place to curb 

the spread, without ruining the economy. We are certainly living in difficult, trying times. But of 

course, we are not alone on our journey. God is always with us and the feast that we celebrate 

this Sunday, the Feast of All Saints, reminds us of those many Saints who hear our prayers and 

intercede for us and walk alongside us. 
 

I am sure that most of you will have your favourite saints, men and women declared Saint by the 

Church and on the liturgical calendar, people whose lives have inspired us and to whom we pray 

and ask for help. I think I have told you before that St Thérèse of Lisieux is one of my favourite 

Saints. I admire her so much because of her hidden life in the Carmel of Lisieux where she 

discovered that life was anything but easy. She found many of the Sisters difficult. But of course, 

in a Carmelite monastery you are there for life with the same people. So, she made the decision 

to bring love to every situation and to every person, regardless of her feelings. Her "little way" 

can teach us to do the ordinary things of life with extraordinary love and that has certainly 

inspired me to try to be like her.  
 

 

But today’s Feast is not only celebrated in honour of all those who are on the liturgical calendar. 

It is also for all those ‘unknown’ saints who have reached the goal and attained heaven. People 

whom we ourselves have known and loved- it might be one of our parents or a family member 

or a neighbour- someone whose love and kindness and holiness has directly touched and 

enriched our life. These are the unsung heroes and heroines (and there are so many of them) 

who have lived very ordinary, simple, hidden lives in an extraordinary way because they have 

allowed God’s love and grace to mould them. People who through everyday holiness have 

brought God’s love, kindness and gentleness to every person they met. We honour all of them 

today and ask for their intercession too. As Pope Francis says ‘They accompany us on our earthly 

pilgrimage, they encourage us to go forward. May their intercession help us to walk on Jesus’ 

path.’ (Pope Francis: Homily for All Saints) 

http://www.st-teresas.org.uk/
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But again, today is not just a feast for honouring all of those who have already reached the joy 

and happiness of heaven, whether on the liturgical calendar or not. I think we often have a wrong 

idea of Saints.  We sometimes think people are born Saints and are perfect in every way. This is 

not the case! Those whom we call Saint had their own struggles and difficulties – but they opened 

their hearts to God and allowed him to work his wonders.  And we are all called to be saints 

because we have all received the call to holiness through our Baptism. 
 

Saints are all around us, living amongst us in the messiness of life. They are simply people who 

love and serve God with all their heart, carrying out small acts of love, kindness and generosity, 

perhaps showing extraordinary courage in times of difficulty or illness.  I think if we look around, 

we will be able to find them easily. As I said above, we are all called to be saints. Pope Francis 

calls today a Feast for all of us, ‘It is our feast, not because we are good, but because the holiness 

of God touches our lives.’ When we open ourselves to God’s touch of love and kindness, to the 

grace of God, he can work extraordinary things through us.  
 

The Gospel for today is from Matthew 5: 1-12A- the Beatitudes. In this gospel holiness is equated 

with being poor in spirit, meek, mourning, hungering for justice, merciful, having a pure heart. 

Of course, following the Beatitudes is not the logic of this world, where personal success, wealth 

and celebrity status are admired more than anything. But we need to take the Beatitudes 

seriously if we want to really be the person God has called us to be, if we want to be like Jesus. 

Pope Francis once again puts it beautifully, ‘Dear brothers and sisters, this is the way of holiness, 

and it is the very way of happiness. It is the way that Jesus travelled. Indeed, He himself is the 

Way: those who walk with Him and proceed through Him enter into life, into eternal life. Let us 

ask the Lord for the grace to be simple and humble people, the grace to be able to weep, the 

grace to be meek, the grace to work for justice and peace, and above all the grace to let ourselves 

be forgiven by God so as to become instruments of his mercy.’ 
 

The Beatitudes are like bright shining lights which show us clearly the path for our journey 

through life. They are gifts from God to accompany us so that we will not lose our way, so that 

we too will one day enjoy the fullness of God’s presence, life and grace in heaven. So today let 

us honour all the saints both living and dead. Let us thank God for the witness of their lives, for 

the many ways they have heard our prayers or touched us by their love, kindness and gentleness. 

And let us also pray to follow the lights of the Beatitudes. Let us pray to allow the grace of God 
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to work through us and allow his love, mercy and kindness to shine through us so that we can be 

a beautiful blessing to others. 
 

Stay safe. May God bless you all. 

 

Fr Lijo 

 

November 2nd - Feast of All Souls: The special mass for All Souls Day is at 10.00am on Monday 

2nd November. If you wish to attend please book your place. Booking details are given at the end 

of this newsletter. 

Tuesday 3rd November: Mass for all those who have died during the year. This lovely mass will 

be offered for all those who have died during the past year. Unfortunately due to the Covid 19 

situation numbers must be restricted and so attendance is by invitation only. 
 

November Prayer Lists for the Faithful Departed: During the month of November we remember 

our departed family and friends. In the past years in St Teresa’s parishioners have written the 

names of their loved ones on November prayer lists which have remained close to the altar for 

the whole month. Unfortunately due to the Covid 19 pandemic we will not be able to leave the 

lists out for people to sign. This year I invite you to bring your own list in an envelope and leave 

it in the basket which will be at the back of the church or drop it through the presbytery letterbox. 

Or alternatively, since some of you are still shielding and unable to come to church physically, 

you can email me the names to presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk. We will make sure to print them 

off and add to the basket that will be placed on the altar and your loved ones will be remembered 

during mass- the public masses and also when I celebrate mass privately.  

 

Tuesday’s Coffee Morning on Zoom: Would you like to have coffee in the comfort of your own 

armchair whilst chatting to other parishioners? If this idea appeals to you just follow the link 

below on Tuesday November 3rd at 10.30am. All that’s required is a laptop or iPad, the zoom app 

isn’t necessary. See you there! For any help with accessing this, please email 

roger@ukbeavil.co.uk 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4403218376?pwd=cFdhalNOTm5EK2xrMkFvRnFRZmdxZz09  

Meeting ID: 440 321 8376 

Passcode: BGPb5W 

mailto:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk
https://us04web.zoom.us/j/4403218376?pwd=cFdhalNOTm5EK2xrMkFvRnFRZmdxZz09
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Collection for the Holy Places of Palestine: This collection is usually taken on Good Friday but 

due to the lockdown we were unable to have it. As we are coming near to the end of the Church’s 

year, could we have this collection next weekend. The Catholic Church throughout the world is 

asked to contribute to this collection. It is a charity dear to the heart of Our Holy Father Pope 

Francis as it creates a bond between the Holy Places of the Holy Land and all Christians 

throughout the world. What will the money be used for? Some of is used to preserve the shrines 

connected with the life of Jesus, but some of it is also used to help run schools and health centres 

in that region which are open to people of every denomination and none. It is also used to train 

future priests and religious. I hope you might consider giving a small donation. The basket will 

be at the back of the church next weekend. Thank you. 

 

Post-Lockdown Church webinars: week 7.  “Holding onto joy in troubled times”. Mon 

2nd November, 7.30pm.  We are delighted to be joined by David Wells this week, an 

internationally renowned Catholic speaker who is funny, wise and always uplifting.  Join us by 

clicking this link any time from 7.20pm on Monday evening.  David is 

fantastic! https://youtu.be/MO1lzUv1AsM.  

 

To join the parish Zoom discussion group which will last for 1 hour every Wednesday at 

7.30pm, email Deacon Seán at: duffyseanm@hotmail.co.uk  

 

Saturday morning workshops:  

7th November: 11-12.30. “Planning for Advent and Christmas 2020 – reaching our families and 

housebound.” Join us to explore a range of simple but creative ideas to help our parishes reach 

out this Advent. http://formationpathways.co.uk/event/advent-and-christmas/ 

 

21st November: 10-11am. “Covid-safe ministry to the sick”.  Exploring safe ways to minister to 

the sick including the new diocesan guidelines on taking communion to people’s homes. 

http://formationpathways.co.uk/event/training-for-ministry-to-the-sick/ 

 

  

https://youtu.be/MO1lzUv1AsM
mailto:duffyseanm@hotmail.co.uk
http://formationpathways.co.uk/event/advent-and-christmas/
http://formationpathways.co.uk/event/training-for-ministry-to-the-sick/
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MASS BOOKINGS 

 from Mon 2nd November (All Souls) to Sun 8th November  
 

Do wear Masks – Do not come if symptomatic or self-isolating 

 

Note: there are 3 separate booking arrangements this week 

For each, we need: Names, which Mass, number of Seats, Phone number 

Please keep to the following special timetable: 

 

ALL SOULS:   For Mass at 10am on Monday 2nd November 

Booking: opens 9am Friday 30th October 

     : closes 12 noon Sunday 1st November 

Confirmation: on Sunday 1st November by 6pm 

Please use the WEEKEND email or phone/text number  

 

For Mass at 10am on Wednesday 4th November: 

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 31st October     

              : closes 9am Tuesday 3rd November 

Confirmation: on Tuesday 3rd November by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

 

Masses: 6.30pm Sat 7th November or 8am/10am Sun 8th November: 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 2nd November    

              : closes 6pm Thursday 5th November 

Confirmation: on Friday 6th November by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 

 

mailto:stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com
mailto:stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com

