
                      11th July 2021  

 My dear friends 

The readings for this Sunday-15th Week in Ordinary time-invite us to recognize our own calling by God and 

reflect on what he asks of us as baptized Christians. I think sometimes it is difficult for us to realise that all 

of us are called and all of us have a part to play in the building up of the Kingdom of God- some may think 

that spreading the Good News is only for priests or religious. But all of us, by our Baptism, have an           

important role. 

In today’s second reading, (Ephesians:1 3-14) Paul tells us very clearly that we are all called and chosen, in 

fact chosen for Christ before the creation of the world. ‘Before the world was made, he chose us, chose us 

in Christ….’ Really this is a big responsibility that each one of us has- we are chosen by Christ for a specific 

task, a specific mission. To do what?  

If we read the Gospel (Mark 6: 7-13) we see that Jesus sends out the twelve in pairs. And what must they 

do? ‘They set off to preach repentance; and they cast out many devils and anointed many sick people 

with oil and cured them.’ We are sent out to continue the work the disciples began. We have the same 

mandate as they did. 

Let’s try to understand it from another angle. After all we are living in a completely different time and 

place. What does casting out devils mean? I think some of the ‘devils’ people have to contend with are 

fear, anxiety, worry etc. Our response is just to be there for people. True, some may need skilled help, but 

often people just need to be listened to, they just need to know that someone is there, and cares for them. 

They need to know that they will not be brushed aside, made to feel they are a bother. And we need that 

so much as we move out of the restrictions of the Covid 19 pandemic, yet still with the threat of the Delta 

variant hanging over us and the uncertainty of what is going to happen. There is still so much fear and    

anxiety. 

And what about anointing the sick and curing them? Once again, we can often heal people by our love, our 

affection, encouragement, affirmation, forgiveness, acceptance. We all have those gifts inside of us, ready 

to be used for the building up of the Kingdom, because we have been called and chosen.  

As I was reflecting on the readings for this Sunday, I thought they were so appropriate for our parish as we 

move (hopefully very soon) out of the severe restrictions of the lockdown. We need to work together as a 

community to rebuild our parish, so that people will find a place of welcome, place of healing, a place of 

meeting with our God of tenderness and compassion. 

Everyone seems to be in such a hurry and a rush in our world of today- no one seems to have any time. 

Here in St Teresa’s may we offer our time, our love and compassion to everyone who enters our church 

and by our witness invite many to join us or to return. That is my heartfelt prayer for our parish. 



I love what Pope Francis says about the Church’s mission- our mission. “This is the Church’s mission:     

healing the wounds of the heart, opening doors, liberating, and saying that God is good, that God forgives 

all, that God is Father, that God is gentle, that God always waits for us”. (Meditation: Thursday, 5 February 

2015) 

As I mentioned before, we are all called to do that by means of our baptism. May we rise to that challenge 

in the coming weeks and months. 

May God bless you all.  

Fr Lijo 

W e e k l y  N o t i c e s  
 

Today is Sea Sunday, when the Church prays for all those who live and work at sea. Today’s second         

collection is for Stella Maris (Apostleship of the Sea), the Catholic Church’s official maritime welfare agency. 

It supports seafarers both practically and spiritually. Baskets for your donations are available as you leave 

the church. If you would like to know more about the important work of Stella Maris, please                              

visit www.stellamaris.org.uk/SeaSunday.   
 

Teaching Assistant: St Edward's Catholic Junior School are currently recruiting for a Teaching Assistant to 

work term time only with 7-11 year olds. This is an exciting opportunity to make a difference with our 

young people. For further information please call the school office on 01296 424544 to speak to Mrs Keeler 

or email office@stedward.bucks.sch.uk 
 

Notelets: During the sorting and reorganising of the parish resources, many packs of notelets were                           

rediscovered. Each pack contains 8 notelets with pictures showing some of the beautiful aspects of our 

church. Packs have now been placed in the Narthex for anyone who would like to use them. Please help 

yourself.   
 

Bishop David’s Talks: Bishop David has produced a series of short talks focussed on ‘The Church’. These 

videos can be viewed on the Northampton Diocese YouTube channel. Simply type ‘Northampton Diocese’ 

into the search bar on YouTube and click on ‘The Church’ playlist. All the videos in this series so far will be 

displayed.    
 

The Princes Risborough Food Cupboard has joined with the OneCan Trust based in High Wycombe.  The 

Trust has good storage facilities for food donations etc. and will serve Princes Risborough residents who 

need help with food for their families.  Please note the following changes:  

Food donations should be taken to the Baptist Church between 9.00 and 10.00 on Friday mornings. This 

gives the team time to sort them and load them onto the OneCan van when it has delivered the goods for 

our customers. Alternatively, donations can be left in the basket at the entrance to Tesco’s during opening 

times (as before) or left in the OneCan bin outside the Chapter House Door at St Mary’s at any 

time.  Thank you for your continued support.  
 

The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    

Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006)  

http://www.stellamaris.org.uk/SeaSunday
mailto:office@stedward.bucks.sch.uk
http://www.st-teresas.org.uk


C h u r C h  M i n i s t r i e s  a t  s t  t e r e s a ’ s  

Looking Forward:  As we hope it will not be too long before we are able to return to our usual rotas for the 

various ministries at St Teresa’s this is an excellent time to review and ensure that everyone who would like 

to be involved is included.  Some parishioners may not be aware of how our system operates and what is 

required. The ministries we have are as follows: 

 Welcomers - It is extremely important to be welcomed by a friendly face. 

 Readers - The rotas mean that people know in advance when they are reading and are able to prepare. 

 Offertory Procession - Taking up the gifts of bread and wine during the Mass, a great way to involve 

people of all ages. 

 Tea/Coffee Makers (9.30 Mass only) - This means that we are able to meet for a friendly chat after 

Mass and, in particular, get to know and welcome new parishioners. 

 Church Cleaning - Not too onerous when we have a good list of volunteers and an excellent way of 

showing our love for our beautiful church. 

 Flower Arranging - No need to be a professional, but fresh flowers show that our church is loved and 

cared for. 

It must be stressed that nobody is asked to take part in any of these rotas alone, you will always be           

allocated another person to share the task. 

The rotas are prepared in blocks of 6 months and each person’s contact number is given to enable you to 

swap a date if the one given is not convenient. 

If you would like further information or to volunteer, please contact:  

Fr Lijo at presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk  or John and Sue Bolton 01844 343424 or suebolton@hotmail.com 

 

Further ways of becoming involved in Parish life 

 Gardening Group - We meet on an ad hoc basis to keep the gardens around the church looking loved 

and cared for.  Please contact Margaret Giblin at   maggi.giblin@yahoo.co.uk 

 Saturday evening Music Group and Sunday Choir - These groups are looking forward to resuming 

when restrictions allow. Both are very friendly and would warmly welcome new members. 

 Saturday evening group contact Margaret Dalton at   margdal@btinternet.com  

 Sunday morning choir contact Paula McAleavey at    p.mcaleavey@btinternet.com 

N o w  i s  t h e  t i m e ,  p l e a s e  g e t  i n v o l v e d  a n d  v o l u n t e e r !  
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MASS BOOKINGS: 

Wednesday 14th July and Saturday/Sunday 17th/18th July 2021 
 

Please: do wear masks - do not come if shielding, symptomatic or self-isolating. 

At this time, there is no obligation to attend. 

 **Distance between individuals or groups in church is 1 metre + (2 seats)** 
 

Please let us know if you have been offered a seat but cannot come. 

Please do not ‘turn up’ at church without booking. 
 

For each booking: Names, which Mass, number of Seats and PHONE number. 
……………………………………………………………………….. 

 

10am Mass on Wednesday 14th July  
 

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 10th July 

: closes 9am Tuesday 13th July  

Confirmation: on Tuesday 13th July by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

 

Masses at 6.30pm, Saturday 17th and  9.30am, Sunday 18th July 
  

Booking: opens 9am Monday 12th July                            

: closes 9am Friday 16th July   

Confirmation: on Friday 16th July by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 
………………………………………………………………………………….. 

F I F T E E N T H  S U N D A Y  O F  T H E  Y E A R   

Saturday 10th July 6: 30 pm Celine Doody, RIP.   

Sunday 11th July 9: 30 am  Natasha, Int.   

Monday 12th July Private Mass  The People of the Parish Feria 

Tuesday 13th July Private Mass  Mr. R. Hong Feria 

Wednesday 14th July  10: 00 am  The Draper Family, Int.  Feria 

Thursday 15th July Private Mass  Ms. H. Hong St Bonaventure 

Friday 16th July Private Mass  Yvonne, Int.  Feria 
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