
  

 

              2 0 th  De c emb er  2 02 0   

My dear friends 

The Fourth Sunday of Advent-our waiting will soon be over. This     

Sunday we will light the fourth Advent Candle- the candle of Love. I 

always love this Fourth Sunday of Advent and I love to see the four 

candles lit- Hope, Peace, Joy and Love to remind us that we are coming 

closer and closer to Christmas, when we remember and celebrate the 

birth of our Saviour, Jesus Christ. when God entered linear time from 

his eternity. 

‘The mystery of the birth of Jesus in Bethlehem took place historically more than 2000 years ago but occurs a 

spiritual event in the ‘today’ of the Liturgy’ (Pope Francis). And these wonderful gifts of hope, peace, joy and 

love are all to be found in this tiny, vulnerable child, because he is our hope, he brings us real peace and real joy 

and most especially because he comes to show us how much we are loved.  ‘For God loved the world so much 

that he gave his only Son …’ (John 3: 16).  

The readings of this Sunday are so beautiful and so meaningful. I encourage you to take time to read them and to 

let them touch your heart. You will discover woven into them the theme of love. Love-most beautiful gift of 

Christmas. The first reading contains the wonderful prophecy that the sovereignty of the House of David will last 

forever (2 Samuel: 7, 1-5, 8b-12, 14a-16).  ‘Your House and your sovereignty will always stand secure before me 

and throne will be established forever.’ This prophecy will be fulfilled in the Son whom Mary is to                      

conceive-Jesus. The Angel says of Jesus: ‘The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor David; he will 

rule over the House of Jacob forever and his reign will have no end (Luke 1:30). Here we see the great love and 

faithfulness of God, who in the fullness of time, sends us his Son.  

The second reading (Rom16:25-29) assures us that Jesus is the ‘revelation of a 

mystery kept secret for endless ages.’ The mystery of our salvation is now being 

revealed. We believe in a personal God who loves us- God is at work to bring 

about his goodness and love within us. And the lovely Gospel story of the      

Annunciation (Luke 1;26-38) is filled with such beautiful woven threads of God’s 

love for Mary, for us and of Mary’s love for God.  

As I said earlier, God entered linear time from eternity on that first Christmas. 

But someone had to say yes first. Our gospel this Sunday recounts that story of 

that most wonderful ‘yes’. Mary, a young girl from a very insignificant town 

called Nazareth, receives a visit from the great Archangel Gabriel, asking her to 

be the Mother of God. Of course, Mary is bewildered and confused ‘How can 

this come about since I am a virgin?’ Did she find Gabriel’s answer a bit      

frightening too? ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you and the power of the Most High will cover you with its 

shadow.’ 



  

 

For me that ‘power of the Most High’ is the love of God which floods Mary’s being. And in her tremendous and 

poignant answer ‘I am the handmaid of the Lord. Let what you have said be done to me’ lies our salvation      

history. As Mary responds in love to the love that God showers on her, so we too are caught up in that love story. 

That is what Christmas is all about- Love. 

Allow me once again to quote from Pope Francis. I think he sums it 

up most beautifully. He quotes from Paul’s letter to Titus.  “The 

grace of God has appeared”. The grace of God, “bringing  salvation 

to all” (Tit 2:11), has shone on our world this night. But what is this 

grace? It is divine love, the love that changes lives, renews history, 

liberates from evil, fills hearts with peace and joy. Tonight, the 

love of God has been revealed to us: it is Jesus. In  Jesus, the Most 

High made himself tiny, so that we might love him. But we can still 

ask ourselves: why does Saint Paul describe the coming of God into our world as “grace”? To tell us that it is 

utterly free. Whereas on earth everything seems to be about giving in order to get, God comes down freely. His 

love is non-negotiable: we did nothing to deserve it and we will never be able to repay it. 

My dear friends, let us prepare our hearts in the few remaining days to receive the gift of this great love. I do  

understand that this Christmas may well be difficult for us. There is still so much uncertainty concerning the virus. 

It seems to have started to spread again in certain parts of the country. Although the vaccine brings us great 

hope, we are a bit uncertain of the vaccination dates. And so this Christmas we are asked to be extra careful 

when visiting family and friends, especially those who are the most vulnerable. Perhaps we might not even be 

able to visit them if they live far away. 

I look forward very much to welcoming some of you to mass this weekend for the Fourth Sunday of Advent and 

of course on Christmas Day. I know that not all of you will be able to be present. But please be assured that you 

will all have a special place in my daily prayers and when I celebrate my mass. I remain close to you in my 

thoughts and prayers.  

I want to take this opportunity to thank all of you for your patience, cooperation and 

understanding in these most difficult and trying times. I feel so much part of you now. I 

am truly blessed to be the parish priest of a such a wonderful parish. Thank you to all of 

you who have helped in any way in the past months to make sure the parish is still as 

alive and active as it can be and to make sure that our liturgies are able to continue in a 

prayerful and reverent way. Once again, a huge thank you to Deacon Sean and his team 

of stewards without whom we could never come together for our celebrations. 

May you all have a very blessed and peaceful Christmas. May the gifts of hope, joy 

and peace be yours in abundance. May you come to realise more and more 

through the presence of the Christ Child just how much you are loved and       

treasured by God. And may that knowledge sustain you throughout these troubled 

and difficult times and remove your fears and your anxieties so that you can simply 

rest in that stupendous gift of love. 

Happy Christmas to you all! 

Fr Lijo 

 

 



  

 

             Important     News  

Church Cleaning for Christmas: Could you spare some time to help clean our beautiful 

Church before the Christmas Masses?  All help would be gratefully appreciated. As the 

saying goes, 'many hands make light work'.  We will ensure that everyone can work as 

safely as possible- masks and social distancing will be required. We look forward to   

seeing you on Monday, 21st December at 10.00am 

Development Draw :Congratulations to the winners of our April to December Draw 2020.  The winners are as 

follows: 

April- 1st Prize Philippa Gibson & 2nd Prize Gibson Mary Ahren 

May- 1st Prize Sally Trickett & 2nd Prize Elizabeth Janes 

June- 1st Prize Philomena Lum & 2nd Prize Veronica Adsetts 

July- 1st Prize Ingrid Goss-Gardner & 2nd Prize Joy Lawrence 

August- 1st Prize Maggie Wren & 2nd Prize Pat Roberts 

September- 1st Prize Peter Jones& 2nd Prize Lee-Koon Hong 

October- 1st Prize CM Redding & 2nd Prize Joanna Knox 

November-1st Prize Bill Mackle & 2nd Prize Jane Morris 

December- 1st Prize Maria Gessner & 2nd Prize Ellen McAleavey 

All the Cheques are in the post. Thanks 

Christmas Carol Sing-along Monday, 21st December at 7pm - Zoom along 

and join in a Parish singsong of all the old favourites - bring your own mince 

pies and whatever it takes to wet your whistle - shepherd and angel-dress 

optional. Drop Dcn Seán an email for the Zoom link, 

to: duffyseanm@hotmail.co.uk  If you can play an instrument that we can 

sing-along to, all the merrier - just let Dcn Seán know.   

St. Teresa's Christmas Challenge:  All parishioners are invited to take part in this exciting 

community challenge, safely raising funds for both the parish and Cafod AND having fun 

along the way! If you click the following link you find all the information you need including 

how you can join in - and how to share your ideas and photos with the parish via St. Teresa's 

website and/or face-book page. https://www.st-teresas.org.uk/christmas-challenge-2020 

Parish Walk: There will be a local walk (no hills), of approximately three miles on 

Wednesday December 30th. Weather permitting, we will finish with mulled wine and 

mince pies served in the Church car park! In order to comply with current restrictions 

we intend to walk in groups of no more than six. If you would enjoy some               

post- Christmas exercise just turn up at the Church in time to leave at 10.30am. All 

proceeds towards the mulled wine and mince pies will go to the Christmas Challenge.  

Coffee and Company: If you would like to have a coffee and mince pie whilst chatting to other parishioners just 

follow the link below on Tuesday December 22nd at 10.30am. 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/75485637575?pwd=K1pUMUl4OWMzQlJpVDhDTFB3bzNoZz09 

Meeting ID: 754 8563 7575       Passcode: CX5Lv0 

The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk 

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    

Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006) 

http://www.st-teresas.org.uk


  

 

 

MASS  BOOKINGS  for Christmas and 23rd/26th/27th/30th December 

 

Please: Do wear Masks – Do not come if symptomatic or self-isolating 

For each booking: Names, which Mass, number of Seats, Phone number 

 

 

 

 

For:  10am Mass on Wednesday *23rd and *30th December 

Booking:  opens 9am Saturday 19th December   ….. *Please specify date(s) 

:  closes 9am Tuesday 22nd December                                    

Confirmation: on Tuesday 22nd December by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

 

 

For:   6.30pm Mass on Sat 26th   or   8am or 9.30am on Sun 27th December 

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 19th December   ….. *Note different timing 

: closes 9am Wednesday 23rd December   …..*Note different timing 

Confirmation: on Wednesday 23rd December by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 

 

 

 

CHRISTMAS MASSES  

Places are only available at 8am and 9am on Christmas Day 

Booking:  open now        

Confirmation: will come to you within 24 hours of booking 

Email: stteresa.CHRISTMAS.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 125747 (or answerphone) 

 

mailto:stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com
mailto:stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com
mailto:stteresa.CHRISTMAS.masses@gmail.com


  

 

When all things in silence lay, 

And the night was in the midst of her course, 

Your Word leaped down from your royal throne, O God. 

So we rejoice and give you praise, 

That your Word may live in us, 

And that we may glorify you for ever. 

(Based on Wisdom of Solomon 18:14-15, Orthodox liturgy) 

Fr Lijo 


