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NEWSLETTER 4th October 2020 
The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk 
Join our Facebook group: St Teresa's Parish Community Princes Risborough 

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    
Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006) 

  
 

My dear parishioners 

As I write this letter, the news regarding the virus is not good. The number of cases is 

dramatically rising in many countries in the world. Here in England we remain in a state 

of uncertainty as to what is going to happen next. Will the government introduce even 

more restrictions in order to curb the spread of the virus? 

 

This weekend we are going to celebrate our parish feast day with the special mass of St 

Thérèse of Lisieux and the blessing and distribution of roses.  

St Thérèse of Lisieux is one of my favourite saints. I think she has a really powerful 

message to give to us today in 2020, as we live through this pandemic. Her letters, 

autobiography, and other recollections of her life help us understand her “Little Way” and 

use it in our daily lives.  

 

In fact, her ‘Little Way’ is really simple. It really just means to be faithful to God in the 

small things of everyday life. It means to give yourself to life, to people, to tasks and to 

responsibilities with loving care. As you do this, you learn about yourself and about others. 

You experience suffering and hurt, joy and pain. And in all of this you are being 

transformed through faith, hope and love into Christ.  

 

Where does this Little Way come from? Therese lost her mother when she was only four 

and a half. She lost her second mother, her older sister Pauline, when Pauline entered 

Carmel. After that Therese went through a period of severe depression and then several 

years of extreme sensitivity. Therese did believe in God’s love for her and reports in her 

autobiography that on Christmas Eve, 1886, she was cured of her hypersensitivity. After 

receiving communion and during her thanksgiving she felt love enter her soul. And after 

that her life changed. She was able to move away from excessive self-preoccupation and 

http://www.st-teresas.org.uk/
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begin to accept others into her life and to become interested in the lives of other people. 

In fact, she understood that humility was a virtue whereby a person could centre on other 

people and recognize the gift that other people are in one’s life.  

 

She greatly desired to enter Carmel and had to receive permission from the Pope to enter 

the Carmelite convent at the age of 15. She discovered that life was anything but easy 

there. She found many of the Sisters difficult. But of course, in a Carmelite monastery you 

are there for life with the same people. So, she made the decision to bring love to every 

situation and to every person, regardless of her feelings. 

 

So her "little way" can teach us to do the ordinary things of life with extraordinary love. A 

smile, a note of encouragement, a phone call, suffering in silence, always having a positive 

word, a simple unnoticed task to brighten the life of another, and so many other simple 

deeds, done with love. The smallest action, done with love, is more important than great 

deeds done for personal glory, gratification or simply out of obedience. Therese teaches 

us that Jesus is everywhere and is the power for love and goodness operating within us. 

Such is the power and presence of grace. Therese's life was hidden. To many even in the 

convent, she seemed like such an average, ordinary person. Her greatness showed in the 

constancy of her love for others in the simplest ways. 

 

So I really think she can help us to live with confidence and trust in the midst of this 

pandemic. Let us simply continue with our lives, doing what we can to keep ourselves and 

others safe, accepting this situation and everyone that we live with or meet with patience 

and love.  

 

St Therese died at the age of 24. She suffered so much before she died-her illness was 

agonising. Yet her last words, looking at her crucifix, were "OH!...I LOVE HIM!...MY GOD, 

I...LOVE...THEE!!!" She was filled, consumed with love for God.  

And she promised to spend her heaven doing good upon earth. "After my death, I will let 

fall a shower of roses. I will spend my heaven doing good upon earth. I will raise up a 
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mighty host of little saints. My mission is to make God loved..."  Let us confidently ask her 

to intercede for us before God. 

 

I want to end with this lovely prayer.  

St. Therese of the Child Jesus teach us to follow your way of confidence and trust. 

Help us to realise that a Father’s love watches over us each day of our lives. 

Obtain for us the light to see in sorrow as in joy, in trials and in peace, the loving hand of 

our Father. 

Give us your own faith and trust, so that we may walk in darkness as in the light, holding 

fast to the way of love, knowing, as you did, that everything is a grace. 

Fr Lijo 

 

 

Special Collection- Peter’s Pence: The special collection for Peter’s Pence will be taken 

this weekend. This is a world-wide collection to support the charitable causes of Pope 

Francis. It is a gesture of solidarity with Our holy Father as the money that is raised will be 

given on his behalf  to dioceses and religious communities in particularly poor and needy 

parts of the world. Special baskets will be placed at the back of the church if you wish to 

contribute to this collection. You can also leave your donation at the presbytery. 

 

Exploring the Post-Lockdown Church – Monday webinars, Week 3: This week we are 

very lucky to have Francis Davis, Professor of Religion, Community and Public Policy, 

speaking on Making it real, a parish for the poor. As Francis has also been involved in 

starting over 40 social enterprises, he’s got a lot of practical knowledge to share about 

getting parish projects off the ground. The talk would be of interest to anyone involved in 

the SVP, homeless outreach or any other kind of pastoral project.  Please go 

to http://postlockdownchurch.eventbrite.co.uk for more information and to register. 

 

http://postlockdownchurch.eventbrite.co.uk/
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If you missed the first two sessions, here below are the links to watch them on YouTube.  

1. The Post-Lockdown Church, Webinar One:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3W8FiEg4wY&t=822s  

2. Mission in a Digital Age: Webinar Two:  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tscj1eAP4KY  

 

Would you like to join a Zoom group discussing the Diocese’s Webinars on the Post-

Lockdown Church? To join the parish Zoom discussion group which will last for 1 hour 

every Wednesday at 7.30pm, email Deacon Seán at: duffyseanm@hotmail.co.uk  

 

CAFOD’s Family Fast Day: 10/11 Oct our parish is marking CAFOD’s Family Fast Day to 

help people facing the worst of the coronavirus crisis. We’ve all felt the impact of this 

terrible disease – let’s come together to help the poorest and most vulnerable people in 

the world survive, rebuild and heal. Please pray for all those affected.  You can donate: 

online at cafod.org.uk/give or using one of the envelopes at the back of the church.  

 

Churches Together in Princes Risborough: Thank you to everyone who has donated to 

the Princes Risborough Food Cupboard and especially to those who have volunteered 

time working on the project.  You are all very much appreciated.  The need is still great 

and if you can help with anything listed below that would be wonderful.  There is a 

trolley in Tesco Store too for donations.   

Shopping for the Princes Risborough Food Cupboard: Donations to St Mary’s Church 

Bell Tower, 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays. 

Things we could do with more of: Tins of soup, Tins of meat, Meat pies (tins), Tins of 

fruit.  

 Things we have plenty of, so don’t need any more at the moment: Tins of potatoes, 

Tins of mushy and marrowfat peas, Egg boxes (empty), Long-life dairy milk (UHT).  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K3W8FiEg4wY&t=822s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tscj1eAP4KY
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Bookings for Mass: Wed 7th October and Sat/Sun 10th/11th October 2020 

 

General points: (Reminder: we only take bookings one week at a time) 

Please do wear masks to Mass. 

Please do not come to Mass if you have symptoms or if you are self-isolating. 

When any Mass is over-subscribed, ‘new’ bookers take priority and others may be 

offered a different Mass if there is room.                                                   

You will receive confirmation on the day specified.  

 

HOW TO BOOK 
 

EACH TIME you book, please give:    Full name(s) – individual, household or bubble;   

number of seats required;    which Mass;   and: 

***N.B. - *phone number*. We need your number *each time.*** 

 

Please keep to the following timetable: 
 

For Mass at 10am on Wednesday 7th October: 

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 3rd October     

              : closes 9am Tuesday 6th October 

Confirmation: on Tuesday 6th October by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

 

For Masses: 6.30pm Saturday 10th or 8am or 10am Sunday 11th October: 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 5th October    

              : closes 6pm Thursday 8th October 

Confirmation: on Friday 9th October by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 

mailto:stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com
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