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NEWSLETTER 26th  April 2020 
The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk 
Join our Facebook group: St Teresa's Parish Community Princes Risborough 

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    
Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006) 

  
 

My dear Parishioners  

We continue to live under lockdown and we are still seeing an alarming number of 

hospital admissions and deaths related to Covid-19, even if the numbers are dropping 

slightly. How are we responding to the reality of lockdown?  

People experience it in different ways.  

All of us, I am sure, are afraid of catching the virus. We fear also for our loved ones 

and our friends. We find it difficult not to be able to see our family and friends. Social 

isolation is not easy to live. 

 

Some people find life under lockdown extremely difficult to cope with. They suffer 

from depression, anxiety, loneliness and are unable to sleep. Many people are facing 

money problems, wondering how they are going to feed their family. Some have a 

fear of being furloughed and not getting their job back when life gets back to normal. 

The economic downturn that we face is frightening. 

 

The lockdown has caused a wonderful community spirit to rise up in many places and 

we hear of beautiful stories of people offering to help the elderly and the vulnerable, 

but on the whole this a very difficult and testing time for all of us. 

 

Please be assured that I pray for all of you every day. When I celebrate my mass, you 

are very much in my heart and of course, as we are in Eastertide, the Paschal candle 

is lit- a reminder that Jesus is alive and he is with us always, even if sometimes we 

doubt his presence. 

 

http://www.st-teresas.org.uk/
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Sunday’s gospel is from Luke 24:13-35. It is the story of the two disciples on the road 

to Emmaus. They had come to know Jesus and had placed all their hopes in him. They 

were disheartened and disillusioned when this man, whom they believed to be the 

Messiah, was crucified and died.  

 

When we meet them in the gospel passage, they are fleeing Jerusalem, on their way 

to a village called Emmaus. They are full of grief and want to escape the tragic events 

of Good Friday. They need the presence of the Risen Christ to give them joy, new life 

and new hope. And on the road, the risen Lord comes to meet them, full of gentleness, 

love and compassion. He explains the Scriptures to them and they recognize him in 

the breaking of the bread.  

 

The Risen Christ still meets each one of us today and his presence will bring us joy, 

comfort and peace. We may be like the two disciples, afraid and downcast- But Jesus 

tells us not to be afraid. He assures us- I am with you. In this most difficult time of 

trial, like the two disciples on the road to Emmaus, let us ask him to STAY WITH US. 

Let us ask him to take away our fears and anxieties, so that we can be filled with Easter 

peace and joy.  

 

I understand how painful and difficult it is for you all not to be able to come to mass 

and partake of the Eucharist. I do hope that some of you at least have been able to 

join spiritually in the celebration of the mass through live streaming and I hope that 

experience brings you comfort and consolation. 

 

Just to remind you that if you click on the following link, you will find a complete daily 

schedule of all the church services. You can also check if and at what time your 

favourite church has a mass. https://www.churchservices.tv/churches/ 

https://www.churchservices.tv/churches/
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There is also live streaming of the mass at Northampton Cathedral 

https://northamptondiocese.org/live/  

 

I would also like to recommend a free downloadable book from the Dicastery for 

Communication of the Holy See. It contains different prayers, supplications and the 

most recent homilies of Our Holy Father Pope Francis. I think you will find the contents 

really helpful and uplifting for your prayer and reflection time in these dark days. 

https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-04/downloadable-

publication-popes-prayers-homilies-now-available.html 

 

Dear parishioners, I would like to address the very sensitive issue of how you can 

continue to support our church financially in the time of lockdown, when we are not 

able to come together to celebrate mass. I am really grateful to those of you who have 

already asked me how they can continue to give their weekly contribution in the 

current situation. I just want to clarify a few matters. 

Our income relies completely and solely on your generous offertory donations. 

However, I do realise and understand that some of you will be unable to continue 

with your contributions because of worries regarding employment and the reduced 

income coming into your household. Please do not feel any pressure or concern about 

not contributing at this moment.  For those of you who are still able to support St 

Theresa’s financially, there are 3 possibilities:  

 

1. Set up a standing order if you usually contribute via the weekly offertory 

collection basket 

2. Continue to use your envelope until things return to normal 

3. Make a one-off donation either online or by cheque  

 

 

https://northamptondiocese.org/live/
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-04/downloadable-publication-popes-prayers-homilies-now-available.html
https://www.vaticannews.va/en/vatican-city/news/2020-04/downloadable-publication-popes-prayers-homilies-now-available.html
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Here are the Bank details: 

Bank:  NatWest 

Sort Code: 600611   

Account Number: 46714634 

Account Name:  RCDN St Teresa’s Catholic Church 

Payment Ref:     St Teresa’s Church, Princes Risborough 

 

Please don’t forget that we can also support our parish by our prayers. So thank you 

for your care and support of our parish in whatever way you can.  Please God it won’t 

be too long until we have the joy of celebrating together again. 

 

May God bless you all. May his abiding love and protection surround you. May Mary, 

the Mother of the Risen Christ, accompany you with her prayers and her love. 

Fr Lijo  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


