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My dear parishioners 

As I write this letter, the government is continuing to relax the lockdown rules and I see that 

the Chancellor is encouraging us to eat out by offering a £10 discount in August!!! And I wonder 

how many of you have managed to get an appointment for the hairdresser?  

But of course, job fears are persisting and it seems that there will be many job losses.  So there 

will be many people anxious and worried about unemployment and how they will manage to 

look after their families and make ends meet.  

 

And the situation worldwide is giving cause for concern- Melbourne has a new shutdown and 

there has been a huge surge of new cases of Covid 19 in America, India and South America.  

Mixed news indeed. And worrying. 

 

I know some of you might be disappointed that we are not yet opening for public worship. 

Please be assured that we are doing our utmost to open as soon as we can but our main priority 

is to keep everyone safe and at the moment our safety procedures are not yet fully in place 

for public worship. Thank you for your patience and understanding. However, the church 

remains open for private prayer on Wednesdays and Sundays from 9.30am-11.30 am. 

 

I was reflecting on the Gospel for this Sunday -the 15th Sunday in Ordinary time. The gospel is 

a well-known parable- The Parable of the Sower (Matthew13:1-23).  

I think we all know that parable so well. The sower sows seed on four types of ground, but the 

first three are unproductive. 

The seed that falls on the path is eaten by the birds. 

The seed that falls on rocky ground has no roots and dries up quickly. 

The seed that falls among thorns does take root but it is choked by the thorns. 

Only the seed that falls on the good ground takes root and bears fruit. 
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The emphasis in this parable is on the soil. The four different types of soil represent our heart 

and the different responses we can have to the Word of God.  
 

The seed that falls on the path represents those who hear the Word of God, but don’t receive 

it. They just ignore it.  

The seed that falls on the rocky ground represents those of us who hear the word, receive it, 

but give up when things get too hard because there are no roots. 

The seed that falls on the thorny ground represents those of us who hear the word of God but 

stifle it because of different worldly concerns, or perhaps too many anxieties, cares, worries. 

The seed that falls on the good soil represents those of us who hear the word of God, receive 

it with joy, understand it and allow it to bear fruit in our lives. 

 

So how are our hearts? To what group do we belong?  Are we like the path? Rocky ground? 

Thorny ground? Good soil? Actually I think that most of us would say that at different times, 

we are like each of the soils.  Sometimes we are a bit shallow, or sometimes we just don’t 

listen to the word of God, or sometimes obstacles arise which make living the Christian life 

difficult. It can be a bit discouraging, can’t it? 

 

Well, first of all, let’s remember all the many good things that each one of us has done- the 

times when we have helped others, listened to others, consoled others, kept going in spite of 

all our problems and difficulties, the times we have been faithful in coming to mass, in praying. 

And let us give praise and thanks to the Lord for how he has been working in us. 

 

And in case we do feel a bit discouraged, let us remember the beautiful invitation from last 

week’s gospel ‘Come to me’ and let us remember the beautiful words of the song 

‘Come as you are, that’s how I love you.’ 

Let’s go to the Lord, just as we are, without any pretences and tell him exactly how it is with 

us. Jesus is infinitely patient with us. He loves us just as we are. He accepts us and understands 

us. When we are honest with him, we can be sure he will work with us and help us, so that our 

hearts will be full of good soil and the seed can grow and bear even more fruit in our words 

and actions.  

Have a blessed and peaceful week. 

Fr Lijo 


