
1 
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My dear parishioners 

As I sit down to write this newsletter, the news from the United Kingdom and from 

around the world does not seem to be very cheerful. There are now more than 

20,622,000 cases of Covid 19 worldwide and 749,000 deaths. There is a surge of the 

virus in Europe, parts of New Zealand are in lockdown again and we ourselves in England 

are witnessing pockets springing up. The UK is now in a recession- the worst ever- a 

consequence of having to shut the economy down during the pandemic. This will have 

serious implications for many people, not least loss of jobs with all that this entails. 

 

And my heart goes out to all the young people who have received their A level grades 

this week. There are many questions about the fairness of the estimated results. 

Although the students have been promised that their final results will not be lower than 

their mock results, I fear it will cause a lot of heartbreak and unnecessary hassle. Let us 

keep them all in our prayers.  

 

We need to keep hopeful and positive and place our trust in God to see us through this 

difficult time. I think the feast we celebrate this Sunday can give us much help and 

encouragement. This Sunday we celebrate the Feast of the Assumption of the Blessed 

Virgin Mary. The Assumption of Mary is a mystery. It is a doctrine held by the Church 

for some 1500 years. It was proclaimed a dogma of faith by Pope Pius XII in 1950. He 

said: ‘When her earthly life was over, Mary was assumed body and soul into heaven.’ 

What does that mean?  A great Carmelite theologian, Fr Chris O’Donnell O Carm, 

explains it in this way: ‘Mary fully as a person was glorified. That glorification is 

mysterious’.  

 

http://www.st-teresas.org.uk/
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When he talks about this feast Pope Francis says, ‘A divine privilege was given to Mary 

because of the close union she had with Jesus from the beginning. Mary reaches 

eternity in body and soul. She awaits us there.’  

 

Perhaps it is better not to get too caught up in our understanding of how it happened. 

It is after all a mystery. We need to just focus on what it means. And what it means is 

exactly what Pope Francis says, “Heaven is open. It is no longer distant, and we need no 

longer be afraid because on the threshold of Heaven there is a Mother waiting for us. 

Mary constantly reminds us that we are precious in the eyes of God, and that we are 

made for the great joys of Heaven.” 

 

Mary is on the threshold of heaven waiting for us to join her there and so she helps us 

on our journey to heaven. She is close to us now. She understands us. She understands 

all that we are going through, all our joys and sorrows, our worries, problems and 

anxieties.  

 

Pope emeritus Benedict XVI expresses this beautifully well, ‘Precisely because Mary is 

with God and in God, she is very close to each one of us. While she lived on this earth, 

she could only be close to a few people. Being in God, who is actually within all of us, 

Mary shares in this closeness of God. She knows our hearts, can hear our prayers, can 

help us with her motherly kindness. She always listens to us, and, being Mother of the 

Son, participates in the power of the Son and in his goodness. We can always entrust 

the whole of our lives to this Mother.’ 

 

I find these words so comforting and consoling. They are telling us not to be afraid, that 

we are never alone, never abandoned, even if it seems that way. They remind us that 

Mary is always at our side, interceding for us with her Son.  
 

This is really a feast of great joy and happiness. We are sharing in the happiness of Mary 

because she has been glorified and is with God and in God. And we share in that 
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happiness because we have a Mother in heaven who loves and cares for us and watches 

over us. 

 

I just want to say a few words about the Gospel for this beautiful feast. It comes from 

the Gospel of Luke 1:39-56. It is the account of Mary’s visit to her cousin Elizabeth and 

her subsequent song of praise as she sings the Magnificat. 

 

The story of the Visitation is so lovely-the child in Elizabeth’s womb ‘leaps for joy’ 

because he recognises the presence of Jesus in the womb of Mary. Sometimes I think 

both Mary and Elizabeth must also have danced and jumped for joy when they saw each 

other and recognised the marvels that God had worked for both of them (remember 

that Elizabeth had been barren for many years and her pregnancy was such an 

unexpected gift from God). When she sings her song of joy, her Magnificat, Mary thanks 

God for the many great and wonderful things he has done in her life. 

 

Perhaps during our prayer time this week, when we find some quiet time to sit with 

God, we could read the words of the Magnificat slowly and prayerfully and then give 

thanks to God for all the wonderful things he has done in our own lives. Perhaps we 

could also thank God that we too share Mary’s destiny- we too will be raised to live with 

God and our loved ones forever, in body and in soul. We too will be glorified.  

 

May God bless each one of you this week. And let us all renew our hope and trust in our 

Blessed Mother who helps us and watches over us with her motherly kindness.  

 

Mary, Mother of Christ, pray for us now and at the hour of our death. Amen. 

 

Fr Lijo 
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News to Share 

 

Ride and Stride for Churches Saturday, 12th September: This year the event will 

be a little different as all the churches will be closed!  However, Bucks Historic Churches 

would still appreciate our support and it is an ideal opportunity to get some exercise 

and fresh air! Please consider riding, striding or jogging to as many churches as possible 

for this charity which supported the replacement of our own church roof. 

Unfortunately, none of the churches will be able to offer refreshments but there will be 

a treasure hunt and photographic competition - with prizes! Some of our parishioners 

like to cycle, others walk alone and we will have a parish walk (socially distanced) taking 

place in Risborough, Horsendon, Saunderton and Bledlow churches. Please consider 

either taking part or sponsoring this event, remember, half of the money we raise will 

be given back to our own parish. More details will follow nearer the time. Thank you. 

Sue Bolton 

 

 

Sponsored walk for Cafod: We plan to start walking the Outer Aylesbury Route on 

Monday September 21st and aim to complete it on Friday September 25th. The average 

daily distance will be ten miles, leaving Princes Risborough each morning at 9.30am. 

Arrangements for transport to the various starting points of the walk will be confirmed 

nearer the time.  To facilitate sponsorship, we will set up a Just Giving page (details to 

follow), or, if it’s easier, cash or cheques, in an envelope marked ‘CAFOD walk,’ may be 

left at the Presbytery. Thank you very much for all your support. For any further 

information please contact Anne Harding on 07872550098. 
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Bookings for Mass on Wednesday 19th and Sat/Sun 22nd/23rd August 2020 

 

General points: (Reminder: we only take bookings one week at a time) 

Please do wear masks to Mass. 

Please do not come to Mass if you have Covid-19 symptoms or are self-isolating 

because of contact with someone who has tested positive. 

Please do book for any of the above Masses you would like to attend. In the event of 

over-subscription, ‘new’ bookers will take priority. 

You will receive confirmation on the day specified below. So far, we have not been 

over-subscribed for any Mass. In case numbers rise, please treat confirmation as a 

commitment. If you find you cannot attend, please let Deacon Seán know in good 

time so that another person can be offered your place.   

 

HOW TO BOOK 

Information required each time you book:  Full name(s) – individual, household or 

bubble;  phone number;  number of seats required;  which Mass. 

 

For Mass at 10am on Wednesday 19th August: 

Booking: opens 9am Saturday 15th    

              : closes 9am Tuesday 18th  

Confirmation: on Tuesday 18th by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

 

For Masses at 6.30pm Saturday 22nd or 8am or 10am Sunday 23rd August: 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 17th   

              : closes 6pm Thursday 20th  

Confirmation: on Friday 21st by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 
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