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NEWSLETTER 13th September2020 
The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk 
Join our Facebook group: St Teresa's Parish Community Princes Risborough 

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    
Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006) 

  
 

My dear parishioners 

This Sunday’s gospel asks us to contemplate the nature of forgiveness and the call to 

forgive. It comes from Matthew 18:21-35. It starts with Peter asking Jesus how many 

times we should forgive. Peter thought that to forgive up to 7 times was being really 

generous. Imagine his surprise on hearing the reply of Jesus, ‘Not seven, I tell you, but 

seventy-seven times.’ Jesus extends Peter’s number by an enormous amount! 

 

Jesus then goes on to tell the parable of the unforgiving servant in order to explain his 

reply to Peter. It is a parable that we are all familiar with. But it is really a parable that 

helps us to understand the depths of God’s mercy towards us. The king’s forgiveness is 

like God’s forgiveness. Nothing except the mercy of God, born of compassion, could 

cancel a debt like that. I want to share this quote with you- I am sorry, I don’t remember 

where it comes from. ‘Mercy is deeper than forgiveness; it sees into the heart of the other 

and walks around for a while in the other’s shoes.’ 

 

I think these words can help us to understand just how much God loves us and forgives 

us, because he sees into our heart and walks in our shoes. He knows us through and 

through and understands what we are living, how difficult our lives can be and how we 

can sometimes get tied up in knots and make a mess of things. His forgiveness knows no 

limits. How consoling and comforting that is. As I said above, God’s mercy helps us to be 

as forgiving as he is. God’s mercy transforms us helping us to be as forgiving as God.  

 

But I want to make it clear that sometimes it is just not easy to forgive. Sometimes grief 

and pain continue to burn in our hearts. Forgiveness is not just getting over the hurt, or 

pretending that it did not happen, or condoning or excusing it. Nor should we put 
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ourselves in positions where we continue to subject ourselves to harm. Forgiveness 

means declaring that the hurt will no longer take hold in our lives. Forgiveness means that 

we let go of the wrong, it rids us of resentment, anger and bitterness. But I repeat again 

that it is not always easy to forgive. We need grace from God to help us to do this. And it 

can take time. We need to ask God to help us forgive. Let’s remember that his mercy sees 

into our heart and walks in our shoes. So He understands only too well that we find it hard 

to forgive and he will give us that grace if we ask for it. Let us be patient with ourselves. 

 

I hope that this week’s gospel will give you much encouragement, comfort and hope as 

you continue to walk on your journey. And during the week, let’s repeat often the words 

of the Responsorial Psalm, “The Lord is compassion and love, Slow to anger and rich in 

mercy.”  

 

Fr Lijo 

 

 

Mass on Wednesday: Please note that there will be no mass on Wednesday of this 

week- 16th September. 

 

Sponsored walk for Cafod: In order to support CAFOD, a group of parishioners are 

planning a sponsored walk of 85 kilometres. We will start the walk on September 21st and, 

hopefully, complete it on September 25th. If you would like to sponsor us in helping those 

suffering from extreme poverty and the pandemic, please go to 

https://justgiving.com/fundraising/cecilia-sparkes-anne-harding. Alternatively cash or 

cheques, in an envelope marked ‘CAFOD’ may be left at the presbytery. Thank you very 

much for all your support.      Anne Harding 
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Bucks Historic Churches Ride and Stride, Saturday 12th September: We know that at 

least 10 people from our Parish are walking for this event, which is excellent at this 

difficult time. If you wish to donate to this important charity, please place your donation 

in an envelope marked Ride and Stride and put it in the Offertory Plate or through the 

Presbytery letter box.  There is also a Just Giving page at Bucks Historic Churches Ride and 

Stride for those who are unable to get to church.  Thank you to everyone for your 

generous support. 

 
 

Webinars on the Post-Lockdown Church: On 5th August Pope Francis called on the 

Church to reflect on our current situation.  In response, the diocesan Pastoral Ministry 

Office is hosting a series of online webinars on Monday evenings through the autumn.  

We begin on 21st September with Bishop David reflecting on the last six months, and 

posing some key questions as we go forward.  Other topics include reaching out to the 

needy, building community, prayer and spirituality, and catechesis.  The webinars are free 

to attend, but you will need to register to receive the web link.  For more information and 

to register, please go to https://postlockdownchurch.eventbrite.co.uk. 
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Bookings for Mass: Saturday 19th and Sunday 20th September 2020 

N.B. NO WEDNESDAY MASS THIS WEEK 

 

General points: (Reminder: we only take bookings one week at a time) 

Please do wear masks to Mass. 

Please do not come to Mass if you have Covid-19 symptoms or are self-isolating 

because of contact with someone who has tested positive. 

Please do book for any of the above Masses you would like to attend. In the event of 

over-subscription, ‘new’ bookers will take priority. 

You will receive confirmation on the day specified below. So far, we have not been 

over-subscribed for any Mass. In case numbers rise, please treat confirmation as a 

commitment. If you cannot attend, please let Deacon Seán know in good time so that 

another person can be offered your place. Thank you. 

 

HOW TO BOOK 
 

EACH TIME you book, please give:  Full name(s) – individual, household or bubble;   

number of seats required;    which Mass;   and: 

 

N.B. - phone number. We need this for possible Track and Trace purposes. Please give 

your number each time. Thank you! 

 

NO Mass on Wednesday 16th September 

 

For Masses: 6.30pm Saturday 19th or 8am or 10am Sunday 20th September: 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 14th September    

              : closes 6pm Thursday 17th September 

Confirmation: on Friday 18th September by 6pm 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 
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