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My dear parishioners, 

As I write this newsletter, 5. 17 million confirmed virus cases world-wide have been 

reported and it is feared that the true number of infections is likely to be far higher. 

There have been nearly 336, 000 deaths. Coronavirus deaths are rising fast in Brazil, 

Russia, Mexico and Peru, and there is a great fear that virus deaths in South Africa 

could soar. Grim news and grim figures.  

 

Lockdown restrictions are being eased in Europe but there is growing alarm that many 

people are becoming complacent and not observing the rules. I myself was horrified 

to see the pictures of people flocking to the beaches in England in the past few days 

and not observing social distancing.  

And we wait anxiously in England for a test, track and trace strategy to be finalised, 

the risk of a possible surge in coronavirus cases is very real.  

And even if the number of deaths is decreasing, we must not forget that for the family 

and friends each of these deaths is a tragedy.  

 

There is a glimmer of hope that churches might be able to open at the beginning of 

July. But even if it were to happen it would only be on certain days and times and for 

private prayer, not for the public celebration of mass or the sacraments. And we 

would have to obey the guidelines of the government concerning hygiene and social 

distancing. People must be safe at all times. Stewards would need to be available to 

ensure all the rules were being followed. It will be a very complicated process. The 

Bishops’ Conference of England and Wales is working with the government at the 

moment to see what is possible. Nothing is certain and we have to wait.   I just would 
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like to ask you to reflect on whether you might be able to volunteer as a steward for 

the limited times that the church might be open. Obviously if you are in one of the 

vulnerable categories due to health issues or age, you would not be eligible because 

you would be at risk. If you think that you could help in this way, could you email your 

name and contact details to me. 

 

So, we are still living in such uncertain times. Will we get through it? We have no way 

of knowing when all of this will end- and will our life ever get back to normal? Will the 

world as we know it ever be the same again?  

 

One thing that can never change, one thing that is always certain is the love that Jesus 

has for each one of us. And once again Sunday’s gospel (John 17: 1-11a) can reassure 

us that we can count on him and trust him. I do hope that you will take time to read 

this gospel through slowly and prayerfully because it is such a beautiful passage. It is 

as if we are listening to Jesus talking to his Father- how privileged we are! 

 

“I pray for them; I am not praying for the world but for those you have given me, 

because they belong to you.” 

Jesus is praying to his Father for me.  What might he be asking his Father for me? 

What do I most need at this time? Maybe I am struggling in this lockdown situation, 

feeling anxious, depressed, lonely and afraid. Maybe I am worried about my financial 

situation, my job, how I will support my family. Maybe I am grieving for a loved one 

who has died.  

 

Every time I read and pray this passage from the Gospel of John I am reminded of a 

homily Pope Francis gave in May 2014. He was explaining how Jesus intercedes for 

us. And he asked his hearers to pray this little prayer. “Jesus, pray to the Father for 
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me. Show the Father your wounds that are mine too, they are the wounds of my 

sin. They are the wounds of my problem at this moment in time,” 

 

Whenever we have problems in life, we can take them to Jesus and ask him to pray 

for us. And as Pope Francis says, Jesus prays for us with his wounds. After the 

resurrection Jesus’ glorified body still had the five wounds. And Jesus brought those 

five wounds up to heaven after his Ascension, which we celebrated on Thursday. It is 

as if he is saying to the Father, ‘Look, this is how much I loved them, this is how much 

I suffered for them. Help them.’  

 

How comforting and consoling this is. My dear friends, let us never be afraid or 

ashamed to take all our worries, anxieties, problems, sinfulness, burdens, pains and 

traumas from our past and give them to Jesus. He really does love us. He is our truest, 

most faithful friend.  He will never let us down. Let us ask him to pray for us to the 

Father. And let us be confident that we will find healing, comfort and peace. Let us be 

confident that He will shower us with graces and blessings. 

 

So let us begin this new week filled with courage, joy and consolation. Please 

remember that I do pray for each one of you every day, when I celebrate my mass 

and when I say my personal prayers. You are never forgotten. I really mean that. 

 

Please remember in your prayers Derrick Arthur Shave who died on the 19th May in 

Stoke Mandeville Hospital. His funeral service is on Thursday 4th June in the Chilterns 

Crematorium, Amersham.  Please pray for the repose of his soul- may he enjoy the 

fullness of life with Christ. May the Lord fill his family and friends with peace and 

comfort as they mourn his loss.   
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I end this newsletter with this lovely Irish blessing.  

May you see God’s light on the path ahead 

When the road you walk is dark. 

May you always hear, 

Even in your hour of sorrow, 

The gentle singing of the lark. 

When times are hard may hardness 

Never turn your heart to stone, 

May you always remember 

when the shadows fall— 

You do not walk alone.  

 

May God bless you all. 

Fr Lijo 


