
               28th February 2021  

My dear friends 

In the Gospel of last Sunday, we walked with Jesus into the desert and watched him struggling to overcome 

the temptations of Satan. If you remember it was his strong and deep relationship with his Father which 

helped him to make sense of his mission and to turn his back on anything that would compromise the road 

he was to walk on. 

In the Gospel for this Sunday, the Second Sunday of Lent, Jesus takes three of his disciples Peter, James, 

and John, up to a high mountain to pray. We know this story very well- the Transfiguration of Jesus (Mark 

9: 2-10). While he is praying, Jesus is changed in an extremely dramatic way. As he contemplates the face 

of his heavenly Father, his deepest identity becomes visible. He comes radiant and aglow. ‘There, in their 

presence, he was transfigured. His clothes became dazzlingly white, whiter than any earthly bleacher could 

make them’.  

He is revealed to the disciples in all his glory and two figures from the Old Testament appear: ‘Elijah        

appeared to them with Moses; and they were talking with Jesus’. And a voice speaks from heaven: ‘This is 

my Son, the Beloved. Listen to him.’ Jesus is now identified and affirmed by God. He is the Beloved Son of 

the Father. 

I just want to take up a few points from this beautiful Gospel passage. ‘Listen to him.’ Listen to what? For 

me this means to ponder and accept that Jesus will give his life for us and will win for us eternal life. I think 

to listen to Jesus means to accept him with all our hearts and to give him our deepest trust. 

Jesus is resolutely continuing his journey towards Jerusalem. He knows what he is facing. He will be         

betrayed, denied, condemned, and crucified. Does he want to reassure his disciples that his death will not 

be the end? After all he has told them that he would have to suffer and die. But just for a short time their 

attention is focused on his glory. And they are overcome. 

We too need reassurance. We too, with Jesus, are continuing our journey - our Lenten journey. We too 

often experience fear, doubt, anxiety, lack of faith, a sense of hopelessness. We need to be encouraged and 

strengthened. We need to be reassured that we are heading towards the Resurrection. This experience of 

Jesus offers each one of us a taste of what lies ahead and gives us the courage to keep going on our own 

road.  

I think we can understand this passage from another angle. Just before this experience Jesus asks his        

disciples the question: ‘Who do people say that I am?’ (Chapter 8). The answers the disciples give show that 

people have got it wrong. John the Baptist, Elijah or one of the prophets. Peter says, ‘You are the Messiah’. 

But nobody really gets to the heart of who he is. On that mountain Jesus hears the voice of the one who 

does know who he is. ‘This is my Son, the Beloved.’ 



Fr Denis McBride, a Redemptorist priest and a renowned scripture scholar puts it like this. ‘Is it any wonder 

Jesus is radiant and aglow? There is someone who gets his name right and that someone is his Father. The 

Father doesn’t just identify Jesus but affirms him in love.’ Jesus hears that he is the beloved of the Father 

and that transfigures him.  

Jesus needed to know that he was loved and supported, and we too need to know that. When we really 

know that we are loved we can face our own road to Jerusalem. Sickness, pain, suffering, worries,            

disappointments. We can face everything when we know we are loved. The patron of my religious order, St 

Francis de Sales, wrote: ‘We must follow Jesus not only to Mount Tabor but to Mount Calvary too.’  

As Fr Denis so beautifully says: ‘It is that love that helps us to travel hopefully; it enables us to journey on 

until we can rest at last in the love that knows our name best.’ The more we experience that we are loved 

on Mount Tabor, the more we will have the strength and courage to go to Jerusalem. I encourage all of us 

this week to take some time just to be with Jesus , to sit with him on the mountain and see him radiant and 

aglow. To hear the Father affirming him. Let us rest in that experience and allow that love to transform us.  

And let us hear Jesus call us by name, ‘…………You are my son, the beloved. ………..You are my daughter, the 

beloved.’  

Do please stay safe and well as we wait for the lockdown to gradually lift.  May God bless you all.  

Fr Lijo. 
 

 W e e k l y  N o t i c e s  

Stations of the Cross: During Lent we will pray the Stations of the Cross every Wednesday after the      

morning mass. Once again, we will have to change our method of doing this in order to keep everyone as 

safe as possible. All of us will remain in our seats and the reader will read the prayers and reflections from 

the lectern. We are able to turn to face each Station but we must all remain in our place. We will also have 

a shortened version of the Stations of the Cross. Nevertheless, I know it will still be very meaningful and 

prayerful.  

Coffee and Company: if you’d like to have a coffee whilst chatting to other parishioners just follow the link 

below on Tuesday March 2nd at 10.30am. Join Zoom Meeting  

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76847268462?pwd=K2kwanBDKzhLSmpla0FZYkt4MWNYdz09  
Meeting ID: 768 4726 8462   Passcode: qSF25h 

Lenten Resources: Some of you may find the resources from the Pastoral Ministry Office of the Diocese 

helpful as you begin your Lenten journey. If you click on the link you should be able to find information for 

different  ideas such as an online prayer course, Daily Scripture snippets, a Jesuit daily retreat, joining a   

reflection group and many more resources. I do encourage you to take a look. I am certain you will find 

something that appeals to you. https://pastoralministryoffice.org/home-copy/growing-in-faith/parish-

resources/lent-resources/ 

Climbing the Holy Mountain of Easter: Would you like an opportunity to share and reflect on the Sunday       

readings during Lent as a way of preparing to celebrate Holy Week and the Easter Triduum more           

meaningfully? We will be meeting via Zoom starting this Ash Wednesday 17 February, and continuing 

Wednesday 24 February, and 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31 March. If you are interested in joining the group, please                    

email Liz Clark on liz.clark4@btopenworld.com 

https://us04web.zoom.us/j/76847268462?pwd=K2kwanBDKzhLSmpla0FZYkt4MWNYdz09
https://pastoralministryoffice.org/home-copy/growing-in-faith/parish-resources/lent-resources/
https://pastoralministryoffice.org/home-copy/growing-in-faith/parish-resources/lent-resources/
mailto:liz.clark4@btopenworld.com


Would you like to learn more about your faith? Consider joining online to follow the Catholic Certificate in  

Religious Studies or Diocesan Certificate in Religious Studies. Both courses offer the same eight modules 

in Scripture and Catholic Theology with the CCRS leading to a nationally recognised qualification. Those 

who follow the CCRS/DCRS say they gain a great deal from the course, deepening their knowledge and   

understanding of their faith. To find out more about the course, contact Steve O’Brien. Email obri-

en@nores.org.uk or for an      application form contact Ann Collon. Email: admin@nores.org.uk or visit our 

website www.nores.org.uk/AdultEducationCCRS 

Our parish CAFOD Lent Appeal – Family Fast Day Friday 26th February: Please give this Lent to reach              

vulnerable communities around the world with water and to provide other vital support. Donate online  

directly at cafod.org.uk/lent if you are able, or by using a CAFOD envelope. These will be available after the 

masses this weekend. We also hope to hold our own Cafod sponsored walk in April as part of Cafod’s BIG 

WALK FOR  WATER, walking in support of vulnerable communities who need access to clean water.  

 

Princes Risborough Food Cupboard: Thank you all so much for your generous donations.  Donations may 

be made to St Mary’s Church Bell Tower, 10.00 a.m. to 1.00 p.m. Wednesdays and Fridays, or in the trolley 

at the entrance to Tesco’s at any time they’re open. 

Things we could do with more of: Tins of baked beans or spaghetti hoops, Tins of peas (garden, not mushy 

or marrowfat), Tins of sweetcorn and other vegetables, Tins of soup, Tins of meat, Meat pies (tins), Tins of 

fish, Tins or jars of pasta sauce or curry sauce, Packets of rice, Tins of fruit, Tins of rice pudding, Tins or   

cartons of custard, Long-life dairy milk (UHT), Jars of jam, Fruit squash, Toothpaste, Washing up liquid,   

Easter Eggs – special gifts for children at Easter  

Things we have plenty of, so don’t need any more at the moment: Tins of potatoes, Tins of mushy and 

marrowfat peas 

 

 

 

The Presbytery: New Road, Princes Risborough, HP27 0JN.  Tel: 01844 345578  

E-mail:presbytery@st-teresas.org.uk                        Website: www.st-teresas.org.uk  

Parish Priest: Fr. Lijo Jose MSFS               Deacon:  Sean Duffy (343705)    

Safeguarding Representative - Phil Hughes (345006)  

S E C O N D  S U N D A Y  O F  L E N T  

Saturday 27th February   6: 30 pm Michael Sullivan & Nancy Pennell, RIP.   

Sunday 28th February   9: 30 am  Matti Bidaud, RIP.   

Monday 1st March  Private Mass  The People of the Parish St David 

Tuesday 2nd March   1: 00 pm Requiem Mass– Stan Elcock  Weekday of Lent 

Wednesday 3rd March  10: 00 am  The deceased relatives of Shaw family  Weekday of Lent 

Thursday 4th March   Private Mass  Roger Bissonnette, RIP.  Weekday of Lent 

Friday 5th March   Private Mass  Dorothy Reynolds, FM Weekday of Lent 
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MASS BOOKINGS  for Wed 3
rd

 and Sat/Sun 6/7
th

 March 2021 
 

Please: Do wear Masks – Do not come if shielding, symptomatic or self-isolating. 

Please think carefully –  

about your own vulnerability – and that of others around you –    

before deciding whether to come.  At this time, there is no obligation to attend.  

 

For each booking, we need: Names, which Mass, number of Seats and PHONE number 

 

   

10am Mass on Wednesday 3rd February 

Followed by socially-distanced Stations of the Cross 

 

Booking: opens: 9am on Saturday 27th February 

: closes: 9am on Tuesday 2nd March 

Confirmation: by 6pm on Tuesday 2nd March 

Email: stteresa.WEDNESDAY.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301435 (or answerphone) 

 

 

 

Masses at 6.30pm, Saturday 6th  and  9.30am, Sunday 7th March 

 

Booking: opens 9am Monday 1st March 

: closes 9am Friday 5th March   

Confirmation: by 6pm on Friday 5th March 

Email: stteresa.WEEKEND.masses@gmail.com 

Text: 07761 301374 (or answerphone) 
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